St Martins C3 – June 7, 2026
Building Bridges

Sermon Summary:
Over the next five weeks, we are going to explore how God uses us to bring His life to the world around us. We are going to specifically focus on how we can prepare ourselves to communicate the transformation Christ is doing in us to those around us. The premise of this series is that God will use our natural relational skills as well as our experience of Him transforming our lives to bring His life to others. 

Read: Acts 24:1-27

Notice here that Paul spends two years having discussions about Christ with Felix and Drusilla and there is no mention of them becoming Christians. Paul invested a lot into relationships around his life and within those relationships took plenty of time helping people understand who Jesus was and how God could change their lives for the better. 

1) Like Paul, we need to build relational bridges with those around us, to create a safe place to explore the life Christ offers us. 
We are not creating a relational bridge so that we have something to drag those who are unconvinced over. We are creating a place where we can meet halfway and explore Christ together. A place to connect. A place to show that we care. A place where we learn about their lives and discover where God is already working. 

2) The experience of God we share with others will be centred on our need to put our complete trust in Christ. 

Read: Galatians 2:20 and Matthew 16:24-25

We access the good life that God has for us through putting our complete trust in Christ and what He has done for us. We let that reality shape every aspect of our lives. This is not only Paul’s message, it is his lived experience. We, like Paul, need to realise that we have a choice to make. Will we continue living our lives our way, or will we surrender to God’s plan for our lives?

3) Our ongoing relationship with God will be experienced through cooperating with all that God’s Spirit is doing in us.

“Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” (Galatians 5:25) When our lives are surrendered to Christ, God sends His Spirit to presence Himself in our minds and our hearts.
This means that it is natural for us to live in the good life that God has for us, because God’s Spirit is prompting the thoughts of our minds and the desires of our hearts towards the things of God. 

It is so important for us to be daily seeking to cooperate with what God’s Spirit is doing in us, so that we are prepared to share Christ’s transforming life with those around us. A good prayer to pray every day is: “Holy Spirit what do you want to do in me today?” It is this life experience that flows from prayers like that which prepare us for those relational connections, God brings our way. 


Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: We need to constantly cooperate with what the Holy Spirit is doing in our lives, so that we are prepared with real life experiences of God which we can share with those who are exploring faith. 

Suggested discussion questions:

Imagine if you were not a Christian, but you were somewhat interested in the Christian faith. What relational postures, from a Christian you might know, would help you with your questions?

In what ways is the illustration of “building a bridge” of relationship helpful or unhelpful?

Why might someone exploring faith need a lot of time to process whether or not they put their trust in Christ?

For the Apostle Paul, what are some central truths in our presentation of the gospel, which we ought to cover at some point on that relational journey?

Why is our current responsiveness to what the Holy Spirit is doing in our lives, so important in preparing us for those gospel conversations? 




Monday Devotion:
This week we are exploring examples in the book of Acts of followers of Jesus being responsive to the work of the Spirit. The experience of God’s Spirit in their lives, prepares them to share God’s life with those around them, who don’t yet, know Jesus.

In this first passage, we are considering the day of Pentecost and how their experience of the Spirit being given to everyone in the church convinced them that God is seeking to liberally distribute His Spirit on everyone who believes. 

Scripture: Acts 2:1-4 & 2:37-39

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)






Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)



Tuesday Devotion:
As you read todays passage, you will probably be thinking, that something like this will never happen to you. However, try applying this to a random conversation that you may have with someone on a plane, or in a waiting room. Consider how the Holy Spirit may give you some specific helpful insights.  

Scripture: Acts 8:26-31

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





Wednesday Devotion:
In this passage God takes Peter right out of his comfort zone and shows him how His Spirit is working among those Peter didn’t expect. This requires a big mindset shift for Peter. What significantly helps Peter is the obvious work of the Spirit on those who he is sharing his faith with. 

Scripture: Acts 10:44-48

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:
Notice how aware God is of the need in the city, but also the discouragement that Paul is wrestling with. Paul is about to give up, when God gives him a vision. Paul doesn’t dismiss this vision. Rather he allows it to encourage him to keep going. The Corinthian church goes on to become one of the most significant churches in the ancient world. 

Scripture: Acts 18:9-11

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)




Friday Devotion:
There are some situations like this where things can look very bleak. Likewise, we will have opportunities to speak into situations that people are going through where there is a real crisis and people are struggling. It is in these situations where God’s Spirit can guide us and lead us in unique ways.

Scripture: Acts 27:21-26

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






