St Martins C3 – April 19, 2026
The power of the Spirit – To fulfil God’s purposes.

Sermon Summary: 
In his letter to the Romans, Paul is reflecting on how the death and resurrection of Jesus, as well as the outpouring of God’s Spirit on the church, has completely changed how we live our lives. Specifically in Romans eight, Paul is explaining, how those who  have put their trust in Christ have been freed from  their sin, and now the Holy Spirit empowers them to overcome sin and helps them live for God. Now we come to that section in Romans eight where Paul is explaining how God brings about His purposes for our lives, as we cooperate with the work of His Spirit in us. 

Read: Romans 8:14-30

Firstly, let us consider what God’s purpose for our lives is:
1) V:16 - We are Children of God who now have a close relationship with God as our Father. 
2) V:17 – Together, with Christ we inherit the privileges of God’s Kingdom as fellow heirs with Him in that Kingdom. 
3) V:19 – All of creation is waiting for us to fulfill the purposes which God has called us (His children) to fulfill. 
4) V:30 - We share in Christ’s suffering now, but His glory later.
Our ultimate purpose is to be the children of God, that God always intended us to be. God’s purpose for your life is ultimately to fulfill a very real role in His future Kingdom. A role where you are sharing in the responsibilities of God’s Kingdom, because you are one of the King’s children. That role in the future, will require God’s Spirit to prepare your character and the development of the gifts and strengths He has placed in you, in the present. 
When we understand this purpose (God’s purpose), it helps us see what the real purpose is for our lives, and consequently what the Holy Spirit wants to do in us, to fulfill that purpose. 

Paul uses the example of suffering in this passage, explaining that:
1) V:18 - God’s Spirit empowers us with God’s perspective.
2) V:25 - God’s Spirit will give us the patience we need to endure. 
3) V:26-27 - As we wait for the fullness of God’s Kingdom, we pray with God’s Spirit for God’s purposes to be fulfilled.

The last point Paul makes regarding how the Spirit works, even in our  pain and suffering, is found in verse 28. Paul encourages us to see that the Holy Spirit is at work in every situation of our lives (even the painful suffering parts) and uses them to help us become the people God has called us to be. 

Focusing our attention on how things aren’t the way we want them to be or trying to figure out the reason for what we are suffering, will not lead us into God’s purposes. Discovering the “good” that God wants to do in our lives, comes from humbly asking God to reveal what you need to learn from the situation. As we take this approach, the Holy Spirit will prepare us for God’s ultimate purpose for our lives. 

Maybe we could pray: “Holy Spirit reveal the good that you want to do in me as I face this situation.” Consider how you might start each day with this prayer. Consider how this perspective might shape opportunities that come your way as you go about your day. Consider reflecting on your day and how God’s Spirit is using what you are facing to prepare you for God’s ultimate purpose for your life. 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: God’s Spirit can use every situation in our lives to help grow us into the person God intends us to be. 

Suggested discussion questions:

What stood out for you as we explored Romans 8 together?

According to Paul’s teaching, what does it mean for us to be children of God?

How ought God’s ultimate purpose for our future shape how we live our lives in the present?

Paul uses the example of suffering in this passage. Explaining that the Holy Spirit helps us grow into God’s purpose for our lives, even when we are going through suffering. What are some ways the Holy Spirit helps us in our suffering?

In light of all of this, how are we to interpret Romans 8:28?

What are some new perspectives you have adopted from exploring this passage?

How might you apply this to your life this week?





Monday Devotion:
This is one of many scriptures in the New Testament which links our present sufferings, to our suffering with Christ. If we maintain a strong faith as we suffer, (like Christ did), in this present life, then we can be assured of a revelation of glory in eternity which will far supersede the impact of the suffering we are currently enduring. Consider, what a revelation of that future glory might look like. 

Scripture: 1 Peter 4:12-13

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)






Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





Tuesday Devotion:
There are many things we might not understand about this passage. However, let us consider the main point that it is making. Those who faithfully resist Satan and his work in the world we are in, are honoured by Christ. They have proved themselves worthy to reign with Him. 

Scripture: Revelation 20:4

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





Wednesday Devotion:
Those who remain faithful to God’s purposes, not only need to resist Satan, but they also need to stand up for what is true. They have to be able to discern what is true and what is false, and stand up for the truth which God has revealed.

Scripture: Revelation 2:24-28

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:
Notice a repeat of this understanding, not only from Paul and John, but also from Peter, that those who suffer for Christ will be rewarded in the future. Trust and faith are required as we go through that suffering, but it will be worth it. We are called to endure. 

Scripture: 2 Timothy 2:10-12

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Friday Devotion:
We stay faithful to Christ and His purposes, not only because of the reward, or even because it is the right thing to do, but also because it brings God’s goodness to the world around us. In spite of the reaction we get, we are to bring God’s good Kingdom to our world. 

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





