St Martins C3 – December 14, 2025
Advent - Joy

[bookmark: Connect_Group_Questions]Sermon Notes:
The Gospel of Luke gives us amazing insights into people’s response to the coming of Jesus that tells us that there is something extraordinary happening. The arrival of Jesus is more than the birth of any other baby; it is the coming of the one who offers to make the world right again. The one who was born to be King.

As we read the story of the first encounters with Jesus, we discover the first inklings of His majesty and enormity. 

As we read these passages, we will track what the bible says is the response of people to encountering the presence of Jesus.

Reading One: Luke 1:39-45
· Elizabeth cries gladly, exclaims, encourages, blesses.
· Her baby jumps for joy.

Reading Two: Luke 1:46-56
· Mary sings, prophesies, praises God, and rejoices.

Reading Three: Luke 2:8-14
· The angels announce Jesus’ arrival, bring comfort, and declare His glory. 

Reading Four: Luke 2:15-20
· The shepherds hurry towards Jesus, tell everyone about him, and glorify and praise God.
· Others are astonished.
· Mary stores things in her heart and thinks about them often.

Reading Five: Luke 2:21-38
· Simeon praises God and prophecy’s.
· Anna praises God and tells others.

These reactions show what Jesus brings inside people. There is something that happens inside that often overflows into an exuberant response.

When we encounter Jesus, there is joy. Not just excitement or happiness. Joy doesn’t mean that you are constantly buzzing and excited.

True joy is a deep sense of safety and freedom that comes through knowing God. If you feel that you have lost your joy in God, then choose to focus on him again. Read the gospels, come to him in prayer, and ask him to bring his grace to you.

The more that we have an encounter in our heart and in our mind with the grace and the love of Jesus, the more that we will be changed into a person filled with the sense of freedom and security that allows us to have true joy.

Questions for Reflection and Discussion: 
Key Point
Knowing Jesus brings a deep sense of safety and freedom that brings us joy.

Questions
What stood out to you from this week’s message?

What does this message tell you about God and humans?

What are you favourite Christmas carols?

Think about the responses to Jesus in the Christmas story and throughout the gospels. What stands out to you about them?

What is joy? How does it differ from happiness?

Think of some times you had joy despite your circumstances. What caused that joy?

According to John 15:8-10 what are the things that will bring us joy?

Read Philippians 4:4-8, What does joy look like for the Christian?

What can you do if you lose that sense of joy in your life?

How can you make Jesus the focus of your joy this Christmas?
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Christmas Carol and Song Bingo

Cross off any time you hear one of these Christmas song lyrics. You can also write what song it is from.
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