St Martins C3 – October 12, 2025
Christ-Centred Community – Go Together

Sermon Summary:
After Jesus’ resurrection, He met with his disciples on a number of occasions. We don’t have a lot of detail as to what Jesus said to them, however, we do have a clear record of the last words Jesus said, just before He ascended to Heaven. Words that were not only directing His disciples, but also defining the mission of His church, and how the church would fulfil that mission.  

Acts 1:8
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Christ’s Church is to go together under the leadership and empowerment of God’s Holy Spirit to bring the kingdom of God to the world. A local church that is NOT seeking to bring the message of Christ’s Lordship under the leadership and power of the Holy Spirit is NOT a Christ-centred community. Therefore, we have to fully appreciate what being a Spirit-led and Spirit-empowered church looks like. 

We get a good idea of what a Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered church looks like from the rest of the book of Acts. We see that they:
· Prayerfully sought God for the leading and empowerment of His Holy Spirit. 
· They went out as a team to various people and places explaining to them who Jesus was. (spread the gospel) 
· The reported back to those who were praying. 
Therefore, the church must do their mission under the leadership and empowerment of the Holy Spirit. 

In Acts 1:8, we also read that we are to be witnesses of Christ to the world around us. Which means that we need to confidently and clearly share the truth of who Christ is. 

That seems straight forward, but history has proven that the church can easily stray from this core message and lose its effectiveness as a witness to the world it is called to reach. 

Therefore, we need to rely on the Holy Spirit to empower us  to be confident and clear witnesses of Christ to the world. 

In the last part of this verse Jesus clarifies the reach of this mission. His kingdom will go to every part of the world. Actually, the book of Acts, as well as history reveals that this will happen, not just because the church goes with the gospel everywhere, but also because the Holy Spirit will go ahead of the church and prepare people’s hearts to receive the gospel message. 

Therefore, we ought to discern where the Holy Spirit is already at work and partner with the Holy Spirit in what He is doing. 

Therefore, let us go together under the leading and empowerment of God’s Spirit to clearly present the gospel to a world that God has prepared to receive it. When we do that, as the early church did, we, like them, will witness God doing miraculous things as He extends His kingdom and transforms people’s lives. 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: The mission of a Christ-centred community is to be led and empowered by God’s Spirit to bring the Kingdom of God to the whole world. 

Suggested questions for group discussion:

Why was it so important for the church to receive the Holy Spirit BEFORE going out and preaching the gospel?

How did receiving the Holy Spirit empower the early church to fulfil the mission Jesus had given them?

What are some examples of the early church relying on the leading and empowerment of the Holy Spirit?

How might we as a church grow in this area of learning to rely more on the Holy Spirit as we seek to bring the gospel to the world around us?

How might we go about prayerfully identifying how and where God is working in St Martins or the city of Christchurch at the moment?

What has God been speaking to you about as we have gone through this series on being a Christ-centred community? 

What might you do differently as a member of St Martins C3, as you reflect on what God has spoken to you about in this series? 
Monday’s Devotion – Spirit filling

Acts 7:55
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
Acts 11:22-24
News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

This week we are going to explore what a Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered church looks like. The book of Acts gives us some insight into this.

There are two mentions of people in Acts being “full of the Holy Spirit.” Highlighting that not only the Apostles, but other members of the church were anointed by God’s Spirit. 

When read in the context of these chapters, their lives are described in this way, because it was so obvious to others that their courage, wisdom and fruitful ministry could have only come from God’s Spirit being on them and working through them.

Is your life an example of being “full of the Holy Spirit?” Is it obvious to those around you? A Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered church starts with the willingness of its members to be those who are willing to be filled with God’s Holy Spirit.

Tuesday’s Devotion – Spirit approval

Act 15:7-8
After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.  God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us.

An important question that all churches need to discern is whether something is a work of God or not. The primary source for this evaluation is whether it lines up with what God has revealed in scripture. However, there are times, like this situation at the Jerusalem council, where everyone knew the scriptures, but they needed to understand what God was currently doing in a particular situation.

This is where Peter encourages them to consider an additional way that God is leading His church, and that is through looking at the people and behaviours that the Holy Spirit is approving. God doesn’t presence Himself through His Holy Spirit on those who He doesn’t approve of, therefore, God granting His presence and power to those in Cornelius’ house is an obvious sign from God that this work among the Gentiles was God’s work. (Which He was wanting the church to partner with Him in). A Spirt-led, Spirit-empowered church, must be a discerning church. We need to prayerfully consider that which God is approving by His word and by His Spirit. Being responsive to God and the discernment He brings now, will help us move into all that He has called us to do. 

Wednesday’s Devotion – Spirit empowerment

Acts 8:5-8
Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. So there was great joy in that city.

Another clear sign of a Spirit-led, Spirit-empowered church is that it would powerfully bring the Kingdom of God to the world. When Philip went to Samaria God moved powerfully through him. People are freed from sin and demonic oppression. People are healed of sicknesses and diseases. People acknowledge the Lordship of Christ and are filled with God’s Holy Spirit. 

How might God want to move powerfully through the church in the 21st century? Most likely in much the same way. God wants us to partner with His Spirit and discern how to bring His Kingdom to the fallen culture that we find ourselves in. God wants to powerfully use our prayers and our speaking of Christ to facilitate people being set free from their sin, their addictions and their fears. Just to name a few things.

The question is, are we ready for God to move powerfully through us? Are we prepared like Philip to be seeking God for where to go, who to reach, and what to do when we get there? Yes, we will encounter challenges, as Philip did. However, the growth that God will do in us and the impact for God’s Kingdom will surprise you. So, let us be willing to go in the power of the Holy Spirit, wherever God is leading us to go.
Thursday’s Devotion – Spirit leading

Acts 11:27-28
During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 
Acts 16:9-10
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

How the Holy Spirit specifically guides the church is a question that every church has grappled with over the centuries. For our western scientifically orientated minds, we would like it to be very simple, obvious and clear. However, it is not up to us to dictate the terms by which God speaks to us. From the examples that we see in the book of Acts, the Spirit guides the church in a number of different ways. Sometimes it is a vision, sometimes it is a prophecy and sometimes it is a set of circumstances which makes it obvious to the church to go in a different direction. (EG: Acts 16:6-8) 

What is common in all these scenarios is that members of the early church were seeking God’s guidance as they spread the gospel. They were prayerfully considering the various ways the Spirit of God might be leading them. Then they were willing to obey. May we be like the early church and be those who seek, listen and obey the leadings of God’s Spirit in all that we do. 
Friday’s Devotion – Spirit appointed

Acts 20:28
So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with his own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as leaders.

Those whom the early church put in as leaders were those who they identified as being appointed by the Holy Spirit. From what we have read this week and in the rest of the New Testament, there was a Christlike criteria which these leaders were to live up to. They were to live morally upright lives and have proven leadership abilities in other areas of their lives. (1 Tim 3) However, there would have been many people in the church who qualified for leadership in these categories. What the church also wanted to see was God’s Spirit working in and through those who were aspiring to leadership. Those who were identified as fulfilling all these criteria were seen as those who were “appointed” by the Holy Spirt.

Leadership in the church matters, because leaders can lead a church into the things of God, or away from the things of God. Therefore, the church as a whole needs to take responsibility for encouraging the right people into leadership positions and supporting those leaders when they are in those positions. Most importantly, we need to be like the early church and prayerfully consider who the Holy Spirit is appointing? This process doesn’t discount natural wisdom, but adds spiritual discernment to the leadership appointment process. May we be like the early church and make room for the right people to lead us as a church. Those that seem “good to the Holy Spirit and to us.” (Acts 15:28) 
