St Martins C3 – July 27, 2025
The coats of Joseph – Character formation

Sermon Summary:
We pick up the account of Joseph’s life when he has just been sold into slavery by his brothers. Image that! Imagine as a 17 year old, adjusting to life in a foreign place, with no power to change your situation and no support around you. 

Joseph is brought by an Egyptian official, Potiphar. Potiphar is wealthy and has many assets, so he needs lots of slaves, like Joseph, to look after those assets. 

Joseph now has a choice. Give up on being the leader God had called him to be and accept his powerless situation or take the opportunity to grow his character to thrive in his new context and use it to prepare himself for whatever God had for him next. As we will see in this passage, Joseph chooses the latter. 

Read: Genesis 39:1-6

1) Never give up on the reality that God has a good purpose for your life.  
It might look a bit different from what you initially expected, but God knows the future which you can’t see yet. It is a future which you will need Godly character for. Therefore, we ought to take the opportunity to grow in the character we can now, in anticipation for the purposes that God has for us in the future. 

2) Choose to develop Godly character and live out God’s call on your life, in whatever context you find yourself in. 
· Character – The person God wants you to be. 
· Calling – The things that God wants you to do, with the gifts, talents and strengths that God has given you.  
· Context – The place where God wants you to do what He has called you to do. 

Where you are doesn’t matter as much as who you are. Our context is not as important as our character. So, prioritise working on your character and your calling, rather than stressing about your context. God isn’t looking at your context, as much as He is looking at your obedience to Him within that context. 

Read: Pslam 105:17-19

So, God put Joseph in Potiphar’s house to test and grow his character. The question is, would Joseph humble himself and cooperate with God’s work in his life, when life was difficult?

3) Humbly embrace the character formation God wants to do in your life. (James 4:6) 
We need learn the character lessons before we are in a situation we need them. Therefore the time to develop character is now. 

4) God will affirm we are in His purposes, by bringing His favour in various areas of our lives. 
The work of God around our lives is God’s way of affirming our willingness to cooperate with what He is doing in our lives. God’s presence and power on our lives, and His working around our lives, is God’s way of saying: “I am with you.” “I am fulfilling my plans for your life.”

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main point to focus on:
We need to be like Joseph and choose to prioritise character and calling in whatever context we find ourselves in. Choosing to do that brings us into God’s good purposes for our lives. 

Suggested questions for Connect Group discussion:

What is the difference between character, calling and context?

Which of these is the most important, and why?

What is the primary thing we can do to grow in Godly character? (James 4:6)

Have you been in a situation where your context has caused you to doubt God’s purposes for your life? 

What might God be working on in your character now, to prepare you for what He wants to do through you in the future?

What evidence have you seen of blessings in your life in the present, which are the result of you following God’s purposes for your life previously?




Monday’s Devotion – God will fulfil His purpose

Hebrews 11:1-2
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. This is what the ancients were commended for.

This week we are going to take a journey through Hebrews 11 and consider how those who have followed God in the past have stayed faithful to the purpose of God for their lives, and how we might do the same.

In this, Joseph series, we have seen the importance of holding to the vision of God’s purposes for your life. What the author of Hebrews is saying here, is faith is exactly that. Choosing God’s purposes over everything else, even when you don’t see the immediate results of holding to that confidence in God. 

What we are putting our confidence in, is not our ability to believe in God, but God’s ability to do what He said He would do. Firstly, this includes putting our confidence in the very nature and character of God. Knowing that God is good. He is gracious and true, etc. Secondly, it is a confidence that God will fulfil what He has said He will do in the appropriate timeframe to achieve His purpose. Our role is to choose to side with God, above all else.

Take a moment and consider today whether you deeply trust that God will fulfil His purposes for your life. Is that belief settled enough in the depth of who you are, to the point where you adjust every priority around your life to that reality?

Tuesday’s Devotion – Pleasing God above all else.

Hebrews 11:5-6
By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could not be found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Ask any Christian whether they want to please God or not, and it is very likely you will get a strong affirmation that that is what they want to do. So, when we read verses like this, we can easily think that we are like Enoch. However, what is not stated clearly here, but definitely implied, is that Enoch chooses to please God above all other priorities. Namely, that he chooses to please God over pleasing himself or pleasing others. Let’s consider those two areas of our lives today.

I think the first challenge is choosing God’s purposes over our desires. It takes a deep trust in God to believe that He knows what is better for us than we do. Meaningfully surrendering our money, time, priorities, ambitions to God is not easy, but that is what faith looks like. It is believing that God’s purposes are better than whatever we would come up with ourselves.

The next challenge is what that looks like to those around us. We all want to be liked by others. However, God is calling us to choose pleasing Him over our reputation. Have you surrendered your desires to God? Has that been tested by whether you will go back on what you have surrendered when pressed by others?
Wednesday’s Devotion – Growing in patience. 

Hebrews 11:11
And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise.

This is a more interesting one. Sarah is portrayed here as the faithful servant of God who waited on Isaac to be born. But we know the whole story. There were times where Sarah had given up on God fulfilling His promises. Where she took matters into her own hands, and it didn’t go well for her. Despite all this, God still fulfills His promises to her and gives her Isaac in her old age. Here are a few things that stand out to me in this passage:

1) We need to be patient with ourselves.
We won’t get it right every time. We are human, we will make mistakes. Those mistakes don’t need to define us or derail us. We need to keep being the work in progress and allow God to shape the character that He wants to develop in our lives. 

2) We need to patiently wait on God to fulfill His purposes.
We usually want things in our lives faster than God is bringing them about. This is where we need to trust that God knows what time to bring things about in our lives better than we do.

3) God will find a way to bring about His purposes. 
Isn’t it comforting to know that God is faithful, even when we are not. God is not fickle. God consistently does what He says He will do. That is why we can trust him deeply. 

Thursday’s Devotion – No compromise 

Hebrews 11: 24-28
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.

This is an interesting example to pick out from Moses life. Rather than talking about great miracles and encounters with God later in his life, the author focuses here on Moses early choices. This highlights again, how the earlier choices in our lives, shape the character we need for later choices we will make.

The main point of this passage though, is Moses’ choice to be shaped by the Godly culture of His people, rather than the godless environment he was in. This would not have been easy. It is very hard to live with different values to those around us. It takes a very clear and deliberate choice to not compromise. When you start going, even a little, in the wrong direction, it shifts our focus and eventually shifts our values and our vision.

In what ways is God calling you to live differently to the world around you? Where are you tempted to compromise? What would you compromising potentially lead you to do? What are you choosing to sacrifice in the present, in order to receive all that God has for you in the future? 


Friday’s Devotion – Purposes beyond this life

Hebrews 11:22
By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions concerning the burial of his bones.

We live in a world where we want to see the results of what we do as soon as possible. We also like to get feedback from others, as quickly as possible. Faith is the very opposite. Faith means we are not living for the present, we are living for the future. Not just our future, but for the generations to come. It also means we won’t get that immediate feedback that we long to see. 

As we have seen in the life of Joseph it is important to live with a vision for the future. What this verse shows is that Joseph doesn’t just have a vision of the future for himself, but a vision beyond his lifetime for the impact of what God has done through him for future generations. 

Take some time today and think about what God might be doing through you now that will leave a legacy in the generations to come. 

As you do that, you will probably realise that there are only a few things that outlast you. One of those legacies is the influence that you have on someone else to lead them closer to Christ. Another big legacy we can leave is the Christlike values we may be able to instil in others. Notice there isn’t any mention of Joseph’s wealth, or impact on Egypt, but specific mention of his part in God’s big purposes for His people. 
