Q 1 - Is God working in and around your life?

I am posing that question today, because, HOW we answer THAT question reveals a lot about the ROLE of PRAYER in our lives. 

If God is NOT actively working in and around our lives, WHY would we pray? – Meaningless exercise – It would make no difference. 

However, IF God IS working in and around our lives, then PRAYER is likely to be the thing that CONNECTS us to GOD and His PURPOSES. 

HOW we answer this question, ALSO says a lot about what we believe about God.

Is God real? - Does He reveal what He is doing to us? – Will God make His purposes clear to us?

I acknowledge today that Church is a place for people to grow in faith, but it is also a place for people to explore faith for the first time.

So, as you consider this question today, I am assuming there will be some of you here who are exploring questions about God and the Christian faith, and others who have a strong faith in God. 

My encouragement is that wherever we are at, we consider carefully this question today.

Q 1 - Is God working in and around your life?

In my conversations with people over the years – 3 replies:

A) “NO.” (But they have thought about it) 

Although this is NOT MY position, I RESPECT those who hold this position, because they have weighed it up and made a decision.

However, let us consider what saying “NO” to this question means:
· God is NOT real.
· Christians are all deluded.
· What Jesus and the Bible has revealed is all a lie.
· There is no purpose for my life, other than the one I create. 

However, here are a couple of challenges I put to them, and I would put to you today, if you are answering “no” to that question:
· What if you are wrong?
· What if there are real consequences to being wrong?

If I am challenging you – You will challenge me – Fair enough. 
· Time to consider. 

Why not take the time to reconsider (It can’t do any harm) 

RECAP – Is God working in and around your life? - Option 1 – No

B) Common answer - “I don’t know.” – Option 2

I am curious as to WHY people would answer such an important question, with such a DEFLECTIVE reply.

Maybe, they have not considered it before. – Fair – Consider now?

Maybe, they DON’T WANT to answer the question, because they know it would probably mean some changes to the way they are living their lives.  

But, surely it is, at least worth finding out more.
· God is either real or He is not real.
· He is either engaged in our world, or He isn’t.
· He is either worth praying to, or we are wasting our time. 

· It is either worth making significant changes to our lives based on something that is true, or it isn’t true and we are wasting our time. 
· There is no middle ground on this one. 

It is either of the utmost importance, or of no importance at all.
· But it CANNOT be, somewhat important.

	ILL – Checking your Lotto ticket. – This could change your life

RECAP – Is God working in your life? – No – Don’t know. 

C) The third way people answer is, “YES.”

 “I am sure God is working in and around my life and I would like to increasingly CONNECT with GOD and HIS PURPOSES.”

There are GOOD REASONS why billions of people around the world now and throughout history give an affirmative answer to this question. 

1) It is their lived experience. – Revelation and Change

ILL – Since I was 17 – Could only be God. 

2) It is also what God has REVEALED to be true. 

The Bible is a record of GOD making Himself known to people.

It reveals how GOD would ANSWER a question like this. 

Psalms 32:8 – King David. 
“I WILL guide you along the best path for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.”

Many other examples. – ILL – Pr 3 and Jer 29

God IS working in and around our lives.

BOTH at an individual level AND at a community level.

“Is God working in and around your life?”

Exploring – Still not convinced – Keep exploring (honestly)

Convinced? – Then surely, you want to know WHAT God is doing in and around your life. - Which leads us to the second question:

Q 2 – How do we become MORE AWARE of what God is doing and wants to do in our lives?

ILL – A personal journey for me – Prayer – Discipleship Survey.

· Is prayer this separate thing that I do? 
· But, if God is constantly at work in my life.
· I am constantly thinking about stuff.
· Why not bring the 2 together.

ILL - What would taking everything to God in prayer look like?

David’s prayer life gives us a good example of bringing EVERYTHING to God in prayer. – Psalms.

God used David to get Israel on track with God and establish them as a nation.

Many types of prayers in the Psalms – One of the ways to look at them:

A) Processing prayers.

Many of us will relate to these types of prayers. 

Psalm 22
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
    Why are you so far away when I groan for help?
2 Every day I call to you, my God, but you do not answer.
    Every night I lift my voice, but I find no relief.

19 O LORD, do not stay far away!
    You are my strength; come quickly to my aid!

23 Praise the LORD, all you who fear him! Honor him, all you descendants of Jacob! Show him reverence, all you descendants of Israel!

24 For he has not ignored or belittled the suffering of the needy.
    He has not turned his back on them, but has listened to their cries for help. 

Processing prayers often start with David expressing HONESTLY how he is feeling, but end in REINFORCING his TRUST in God. 

Processing Prayers, are prayers where we are seeking to be more AWARE of what God is doing.

They will often involve PROCESSING our questions, our struggles as well as our opportunities with God.

ILL – I often take some time and journal that
· From a place of knowing that He is at work.

ILL – Together we seek God while we are talking through an issue. - What is sitting well with us?

Try prayerfully thinking through whatever is on your mind

RECAP – MORE AWARE? - First one processing prayers.
· Likely to help us become MORE AWARE of what God is doing in us and around us. 
B) Perspective shaping prayers.

As you are PROCESSING stuff with God, ask Him to give you HIS PERSPECTIVE.

May reveal something of HIS CHARACTER to reassure us.

HIGHLIGHT something from what He has done in the past, or something from the Bible. 

He may give an OPTION in a situation you hadn’t considered

Psalm 27: 1-3
The LORD is my light and my salvation— so why should I be afraid?
The LORD is my fortress, protecting me from danger,
    so why should I tremble?
2 When evil people come to devour me, when my enemies and foes attack me, they will stumble and fall.
3 Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if I am attacked, I will remain confident.

Often gives an assurance of who He is, or His presence with us.

Then there might be a CLARITY on what God would do or want in the situation.

ILL – Tend to overthink things – God calms and clarifies.

Gives you a foundation for dealing with future issues. 

RECAP: Grow Awareness through – Processing and Perspective. 
As we do this, God will bring specific thoughts to our minds, through His Spirit at work in us. 

Specific thoughts from Him which guide us into His purposes. 
David example - 2 Samuel 2:1
After this, David asked the LORD, “Should I move back to one of the towns of Judah?”
“Yes,” the LORD replied.
Then David asked, “Which town should I go to?”
“To Hebron,” the LORD answered.
C) Promptings received while praying.

This is what most Christians mean when they say they have heard from God. 

God has guided us in our processing and perspective as well. 
· The prompting is often the CONFIRMATION. 

ILL – Starting SMC3 and the type of church it would be. 

We may not receive a specific word or prompting from God in regard to everything we pray for, but, (in my experience) the more we pray the more promptings God gives. 

RECAP – Grow in awareness of what God is doing?
· Constantly, PROCESS – PERSPECTIVE – PROMPTINGS

3) Will we pray? 

Psalms 32:8 – King David. 
“I WILL guide you along the best path for your life. I will advise you and watch over you.”

GOSPEL – This is all new to you?
· God reveals Himself to those who seek Him. 
· This Scripture – Does it resonate with you?
· Happy to pray with you if you want. 

MINISTRY – For those of us who know God IS working in our lives. 
· Fully commit to God, because He is fully committed to you. 

INDIVIDUALLY – Block of time AS WELL AS all the other times. 

· Try this progression – Process – Perspective – Promptings.

AS A CHURCH
· God has led us previously, and still does.

· Next Sunday night – March 22, 7-8pm, upstairs. 

· Worship – Share what God is saying – Pray into it. 

· Prayerfully do everything and you WILL GROW in prayer and in your AWARENESS of what God is doing in and around you. 

ILL – Key Team, Toddlerock, etc. 
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