St Martins C3 – March 1, 2026
Upside Down Kingdom – Prioritise grace over judgement

Sermon Summary: 
In the Sermon On The Mount, Jesus doesn’t just challenge us to modify our behaviour, he challenges us to reorder every priority in our lives. He challenges us to change all the values we naturally adopt. He challenges us to let Him change the very desires of our hearts. This is because God’s Kingdom life is an outcome of a healthy relationship with God. When we have received God’s 
grace in our relationship with Him, then we can be givers of God’s grace as we relate to others. 

Read: Matthew 7:1-5

When we internalise God’s grace for us, we will naturally prioritise grace over judgement as we relate to those in the world around us. 

Jesus is not talking about judging someone’s behaviour. We ought to assess other people’s behaviour and be discerning as to whether we trust them or not. (Matt 7:6) The problem comes, when we take our judgement a step further and condemn them as a person. Then we have become judgemental. 

Jesus is saying don’t be a judgemental person, for two reasons: 
1. When we judge others, we are inviting God to withdraw His grace and judge us. 
We really don’t want that, because we are not as good as we think we are. We have all sinned. We all deserve to be punished for our sins. We ought not judge because it invites God to judge us and we are not ready for the consequences of that. 

Read: Matthew 18:21-35. Every time we choose to be judgemental to others, we are the guy demanding the $10, when we have been forgiven $100,000. Let us REMIND ourselves of the grace that we have received, so that we can be a givers of that grace to others. Receivers of God’s grace are empowered to be effective givers of God’s grace. 

2. We cannot help others if we are holding on to judgemental attitudes towards them.  (Matthew 7:3-5) 
We can’t help others, because we won’t be able to see their need. We won’t be able to see their path to healing. We won’t be able to see where the Holy Spirit is working, because there is no relationship of grace empowering the person to address the problem. 

Read: Matthew 7:7-12
Those who have internalised God’s grace, confidently ask for God’s help, because they realise how dependent they are on God’s grace. Those who are depending on God’s grace receive good help from God. 

Let’s be honest. All of us have been too judgemental. Let us repent of our arrogance and acknowledge our need for God’s grace and help today. Let us also ask God to give us a deeper revelation of how much he loves us. (We can’t give, what we haven’t got a revelation of receiving). Finally, let us pray that God will give us His grace to love those around us, as He loves them. 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: When we get a revelation of how much we need God’s grace and how much of His grace we have already received, we will be in an empowered place to prioritise grace over judgement when we are relating to others. 

Suggested discussion questions:

What are some key overall concepts that stand out to you as we have explored the Sermon On The Mount? 

Why does living out what Jesus is teaching in this sermon have to come from an authentic relationship with God?

Why do we hold judgemental attitudes towards others?

Why is condemning a person so much worse in God’s mind than judging their behaviour?

How does our judgemental attitude prevent us from helping other people receive God’s grace?

What are some practical things we could do to remind us of the grace of God we have already received and live under?

Why does Jesus encourage us to ask for God’s help in extending His grace to others? 



Monday Devotion:

Scripture: Romans 2:1-3
You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.  Now we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth.  So when you, a mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God’s judgment? 

Observation (What stands out to you?)






Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)




Tuesday Devotion:

Scripture: Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)









Wednesday Devotion

Scripture: Matthew 20:1-16

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)










Thursday Devotion

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.


Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)




Friday Devotion

Scripture: Galatians 6:1-2
Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. 

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)
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