St Martins C3 – September 28, 2025 
Christ-Centred Community – We Grow Together

Sermon Notes: 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12 - 27 

Paul emphasises that we, as the church, are the Body of Christ. We are interdependent. We need each part of the body to function as a whole. No man is an island! Sometimes, however, we form the view that we are independent and can grow and function in the body without the help or input of anyone else. Yet much of scripture assumes we are working collectively as a local church.

The Bible tells us many times to do certain things to ‘one another’. These ‘one anothers’ describe how we should interact with each other within the church. They fall broadly into three categories:

1 – ‘Building’ One Anothers 
· Encourage One Another (1 Thes 4:18, 1 Thes 5:11)
· Comfort One Another (2 Cor 13:11)
· Build One Another Up (1 Thes 5:11)
· Bear One Another’s Burdens (Gal 6:2)
· Care For One Another (1 Cor 12:25)
· Serve One Another (Gal 5:13, 1 Pet 4:10) 
· Pray For One Another (James 5:16)




2 – ‘Refining’ One Anothers
· Instruct One Another (Rom 15:14)
· Teach and Admonish One Another (Col 3:16)
· Exhort One Another (Heb 3:13)
· Speak the Truth To One Another (Eph 4:25, Col 3:9)
· Confess Your Sins to One Another (James 5:16)

3 – ‘Harmonising’ One Anothers
· Bear With One Another (Eph 4:2-3, Col 3:13)
· Live In Harmony With One Another (Rom 12:16, Rom 15:5)
· Forgive One Another (Eph 4:32, Col 3:13)
· Be At Peace With One Another (Mark 9:50)
· Submitting To One Another (Eph 5:21)

Many of us avoid these ‘one anothers’ – either giving them or receiving them – because of our desire to have church on our own terms, lack trust in others, or because we have been hurt before. 

Perhaps it is time for us to step up and perhaps take a considered risk to be more vulnerable and more bold in how we interact with each other in the body of Christ.

“People learn from one another, just as iron sharpens iron” (Proverbs 27:17)







Resources for Connect Groups:

Main point: Christ calls His followers to grow together in community. Where that starts is with our willingness to be open to each other, so we learn from each other. 

Suggested questions for discussion:

As Kiwi’s we are bit resistant to committing ourselves to growing together in our faith. We see it more as an individualistic pursuit. What might be the downsides to this individualistic approach to spiritual growth?

What does 1 Corinthians 12, tell us about growing together?

What could you work on in your relationship with other Christians in the church to “build one another” up?  

What makes the “refining one another” imperatives hard to do, and what could we put in place to do them at a higher level than we do now?

What might “harmonising with one another” look like for you, and how might you grow in this area?

Imagine if God has placed you in this Connect Group for the next 10 years, because He is going to use your contribution and the contribution of others in the group to grow you into all that He is calling you to be. Does considering that perspective change what you may bring or what you may expect to receive from this group?
Monday’s Devotion – Christian maturity 

1 Corinthians 3:3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? 1 Corinthians 1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.

Paul appeals to the Corinthian Christians, in his first letter, to live their lives in a way that reflects a mature following of Christ together. At this point, in the church at Corinth, Paul is NOT seeing Christian maturity. He is witnessing Christians living with the same values as those in the world around them. This ought not be the case. Christ-like community is better in every way than the worlds way of living and that better life ought to be obvious in the teaching, values and relationships people see within the Church.

The first issue Paul tackles is the divided opinions over personal preferences rather than the unity of purpose found in Christ. Paul admits that Christians will always have different preferences of which preachers they like, style of worship, etc. However, these are incidental issues compared to the cause of the gospel and the growth of God’s Kingdom. So, Paul appeals to the Corinthians, and us, to keep the main thing the main thing. What is important and what we agree on is Christ’s Lordship and working together to extend His Kingdom. When we are focussed on how we do that together, then the personal preference issues fade into the background. Christian maturity then is discerning that which is important to Christ and focussing on that, rather than being caught up arguing over incidental preferences that don’t matter. 
Tuesday’s Devotion – Superiority or Oneness? 

1 Corinthians 10:31-33
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved.

These are Paul’s concluding remarks on a conscience issue the Corinthian church was divided over. The issue was eating meat that may have been sacrificed to an idol. Which Paul concludes is not a sin, but it may not be wise, as it may cause someone else to sin. Therefore, you may need to give up your enjoyment of that steak for the sake of your brother’s salvation. 

Paul’s point is put others first. Especially those who are new to the Christian faith. Consider the good of everyone in the church, over you getting what you want. 

When we place a higher value on what we want over the good of those growing into Christian maturity, we are effectively saying we are superior to them. These members of the church who were appealing to their “freedom in Christ,” were the same ones eating all the Lord’s Supper before the poorer ones could get there. (Chapter 11) Paul is horrified by this superior attitude that results in those in need being excluded. Paul’s argument is those who are supposed to be mature ought to show it by valuing oneness in community, over their personal indulgences. Are we willing to show Christian maturity and choose oneness over selfishness? 

Wednesday’s Devotion – Christian morality

1 Corinthians 5:6-7
Your boasting is not good. Don’t you know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are.

This is another confronting passage of scripture for our individualised New Zealand worldview to wrestle with. Paul is encouraging the church to remove an immoral unrepentant person from the church, because in not addressing their sin, it communicates to others in the church that it is an acceptable way to live, when it clearly isn’t. 

Paul is being consistent here with his message throughout his letter. Christ centred community is more important than an individual’s freedom. What we need to realise, is our personal moral choices impact the moral standards of the community we are a part of. The more those standards are compromised in each of our lives, the lower the moral standard in the church becomes, and eventually the name of Christ is brought into disrepute. 

It is not easy to challenge our brother or sister in Christ over their sinful behaviour, however, we are to seek to live to a higher standard to that which we see in the world. Our moral choices matter. The moral standards in St Martins C3 matter. Sometimes we need to have those awkward conversations. Why? Because morality is a corporate issue, not just a personal issue. We are seeking to bring the goodness of God to the world around us and that is something we need to model corporately, not just individually. 
Thursday’s Devotion – It might hurt 

1 Corinthians 6:7-8
The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated? Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers and sisters.

Yep, another confronting passage for our westernised minds to wrap our heads around! The situation that Paul is addressing is the ridiculousness of Christians taking each other to court. This situation highlights how spiritually immature each party is. Surely Christians can work this out without the need to include the justice system of the world! 

Let us be clear here. Paul is not saying that if you have been wronged by another Christian, you shouldn’t seek to resolve it. Absolutely you should. However, you should be able to value the relationship you have with them enough to find a solution between you. You should be both seeking truth together, to discover what is best in the situation. 

The confronting point Paul is making here is, sometimes we may choose to take a financial hit, accept some reputational damage or emotional hurt individually, so that we retain relationship and community. Yes, wisdom would be needed, but the point Paul is making is, follow the humble example of Christ (Phil 2:5-11). Sometimes taking the hit personally is the right thing to do to achieve a good churchwide outcome. (By the way, something we choose to do, not something forced on us by others). 

Friday’s Devotion – Motives matter

1 Corinthians 13:1-3
If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

The “love chapter” of 1 Corinthians 13 is best seen in the context of the multiple issues Paul is addressing in this immature and unhealthy church. Paul has stressed that they need to shift their whole values system. They need to think like Christ, not like the world. They need to value Christian community, not just their individual preferences. They need to value every gift that God has given every member of the church, not just the gifts that seem more “spiritual.” What might it look like for the Corinthian church to change and became more Christlike? Well, for one, it would be a church where Christlike love is expressed. 

What Paul is looking for among the Corinthians is not just a change of mindset. Not just a change of behaviour. What Paul is looking for is a change of heart. Motives matter. Christian’s ought to be expressing Christ centred community because we genuinely love God and each other. Our relationships with each other, our morals as a church family, our looking out for each other, should all be flowing from a heart that has been changed by Christ. A heart that loves like Christ loves. If that isn’t the case, then let’s allow the Holy Spirit to do the heart surgery we need to bring about the community health Christ is seeking in His Church. 
