St Martins C3 – August 16, 2026
Empowered - Prophesy

Sermon Summary:
Today we are starting a new series where we are exploring three ways God empowers us to help others. Today, we are looking at how God helps us bring His word to other people. However, before we look at how we help others hear from God, let us consider the importance of our need to hear from God. 

Read: Hebrews 1:1-2 & 4:12

God is speaking to us. The important thing, is that we need to be paying attention to what He is saying. Why? – Because God’s word is living and active. Meaning, God’s word is creatively powerful and it accomplishes what God meant for it to do. (Isaiah 55:10-11) 
When we pay attention to God’s word it will do a powerful creative work in our lives. 

We also see in verse 12 that God, through His Spirit, discerns those thoughts which are of Him and those which are not in our thinking. When we put all that God is revealing in this verse together, we see that we ought to be actively discerning which of our thoughts are from God and be paying attention to those thoughts, because when we do that, we hear God speaking to us and that which God is saying to us will powerfully change our lives. While we may have many questions about how we know which thoughts are from God and which are not, it is worth pursuing God’s word in our lives, because His word will change us for good. Our openness to God’s word, will bring about God’s purposes for our lives. 
God empowers us to help others hear from God. (1 Cor 14) 

1) Prophetic words are to strengthen, encourage and comfort 
A helpful way to think about prophecy is that it is reinforcing that which God is saying to the person or the church. God is already actively at work in their lives, you are simply helping them see it. 

If we approach praying for someone in a loving way. Seeking God’s best for them. It is more likely it will be an encouraging word. As we pray that they will step into their full potential as a child of God, then prophetic words often naturally flow from those sorts of prayers. 

2) Prophetic words are to be presented with humility.
Don’t say, “Thus saith the Lord.” You are not God, so don’t pretend to be. You are presenting the word with humility, because you could be wrong. Prophecy is about seeking what God is saying together. Therefore, there ought to be confirmation from the Holy Spirit from them and you that it is a word from God. 

When presenting a prophecy for the church, present it with the same humility. Give people the option to accept it or reject it. Respectfully consider the best time to present the word. 

God wants to speak to you and through you. Are you seeking a word from God for yourself, others you know, and your church today? What might it look like for you to be more discerning of God’s word in your life, and are you willing to bring encouraging words to others? 


Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: God is speaking to us and also empowers us to bring His word to others. We ought to be seeking out God’s word for ourselves and others, because God’s word is powerful and changes our lives for the better. 

Suggested discussion questions:

As you reflect on Hebrews 4:12, what are some things in this verse that impact you?

How do you know which of your thoughts are from God and which are not?

How might we do better at valuing what God is saying to us?

Has God given you encouraging words to share with others?

How have you presented those words, and how were they received?

What would help you grow in the gift of prophecy?

If you are going through these questions as a Connect Group, why not take some time to pray for each as a group and as you pray for each person, pray that God give you an encouraging word for them. 



