St Martins C3 – December 19, 2025
Advent – Love

Sermon Summary:
Today’s advent theme is love. God’s greatest act of love for us is His coming in the person of Jesus to give His life for us. As we read in 1 John 4:10, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” This sacrificial love is what redeems the world and changes our lives. So, what is it about God’s love that makes it so powerful? 

John 3:16-18 (CEV) “God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them! 
No one who has faith in God's Son will be condemned. But everyone who doesn't have faith in him has already been condemned for not having faith in God's only Son.”

John not only hears Jesus speak about God’s love, He watches Jesus love those around Him. People like the disciples and others who travelled with Jesus who we read about in Luke 8:1-3. One of these woman is Mary Magdalene, whose life was dramatically changed through Jesus ministering God’s love to her. 

The fact that Mary and others were included in Jesus’ inner circle was a radical departure from the norms of the day. It shows us that one of the first things that we experience when encountering a loving God, is extraordinary grace. 


This extraordinary grace is an example of God’s love not being dependant on the worth of the receiver, but in the nature of the giver. God doesn’t need the guarantee of love being returned to Him, in order to extend grace.

Imagine that! Imagine a friend who will always be there for you, no matter what you do, the choices you make, or even what you do to them. Imagine they just keep extending their friendship to you? That would be grace. That is the grace that is revealed in Christ. 

We see the next aspect of God’s love expressed in the second part of John 3:16 and in the life of Mary Magdalene. In John 3, we read about the need for us to have “faith” in God. We need to put our trust in God and in His ability to change us. This is the faith that changed Mary. It connected her to the one who could deliver her from seven demons. 

We also read in 1 Corinthians 13:6 that, “Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.” Truth is an important component of a loving relationship. Truth is what changes us, because our life needs to be aligned with what is real and true for it to be whole and healthy. With God’s love coming in the form of His Truth to us, it raises the question: “Am I being honest with God, with myself and with those around me?” 

John 1:14 – “The Word became a human being and lived here with us. We saw his true glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. From him the complete gifts of undeserved grace and truth have come down to us.” The love expressed in the person of Jesus is a love that is full of both grace and truth. Two vital components of the love that we need to grow into the people God has called us to be.  

Consider how God’s love changed Mary Magdalene. She was not only accepted by Jesus, delivered from demons, but went on to be a friend of both Jesus and Jesus’ mother, Mary. Mary Magdalene was also the one trusted by Jesus to tell the disciples of His resurrection. All this reveals a friendship that Jesus wants to have with those He is in relationship with. 

John 3:16, reveals that this friendship isn’t just a convenient relationship for now, it is an eternal friendship that God wants to have with us. This is a covenant of love that God is making with us. God’s love is an eternal commitment to do what is best for us. God’s love for us is not fickle or changeable. It is not based on how He “feels” on the day. It is not based on convenience, it is anchored in covenant. 

Every person who has put their faith in Christ, the disciples, Mary Magdalene, everyone since, you and I, we all stay in God’s grace and are changed by the truth He bring to us, because He is fully committed to us. That is what makes God’s love so powerful. 

Let us ponder and pray into a greater revelation of God’s love for us. Consider the extraordinary grace that God has extended to you. Consider the truth of who you are and what God needs to change in you. Consider how committed God is to you. Let His powerful love change you today and take that same love to the world around you. 




NOTES:
