St Martins C3 – September 13, 2026
Not the same - Relationships

Sermon Summary: 
Today we are starting a new series, which we are exploring some obvious changes people will observe in us when we become a Christian. Our focus this morning is how Jesus changes the way we relate to other people. 

Read: John 17

Verses 1-4 & 26: The first thing we observe here is that relationships were central to Jesus’ life purpose. Jesus is revealing here that relationships are not at the periphery of our lives, but ought to be at the very centre of our lives. The relationship Jesus had with His Father and He has with His disciples was the context for all His ministry over the previous few years. 

1) CENTRAL – We ought to prioritise relating well to others, because our close relationships are the context which God will use to fulfil His purpose for our lives. 

Verses 11-12. Here we see Jesus committing Himself to the close relationships around His life. Jesus took His commitments in those relationships seriously. (Even when those close to Him let Him down). 

2) COMMITTED - God calls us to be committed to those we are in close relationship with.  
God commits Himself to be in a covenant relationship with us, and we ought to reflect God’s commitment to us, by being committed to the close relationships in our lives. Commitment means we chose a covenantal approach, rather than convenience approach. 

Verse 6. There is an insight into God’s purposes here, which we would have missed if we didn’t have this prayer. The Father chose Jesus’ disciples. God GAVE them to Jesus. 

3) GIFT - Every close relationship in your life is a divinely orchestrated gift from God
How does that change your perspective on the close relationships around your life? – Surely it means that we love those around us, we seek their best and we forgive them. 

Verses 7-8. Jesus shared with His disciples, that which God had given him. Like Jesus, we ought to share the life God has given us, with those around us. 

4) SHARE what God has given you with those around you. 
We have a choice. We can impart life into our relationships, or we can keep our distance. Let us be the ones who take the initiative and share the love and life that God has given us, with those close to us. As we share what God has given each of us, we will help facilitate what God is doing in other people’s lives. 

As Christians our relationships ought not be the same as before we knew Christ. Those around us ought to easily observe how much we value our relationships. How committed we are to our closes relationship. How we see our close relationships as gifts from God, as well as opportunities to impart life. 


Resources for Connect Groups:

Summary: Those around us ought to see Christ in us through the way we relate to those we are in close relationship with. Things like how we prioritise our relationships. How committed we are to our relationships and the life we impart to others through our relationships. 

Suggested discussion questions:

How might we relate to people differently, if we were NOT Christians?

How has Christ changed the way you relate to those close to you now that you are a Christian?

What do you think of the concept of the close relationships around your life being God’s gift to you? – How might this perspective change how you relate to those close to you?

What are some of the ways we can share what we have received from God, with those around us?

 As a group try making this really practical by considering how you are currently relating to your extended family members, (the ones you are close with and those who you may not be close to as well). What might valuing those relationships more look like? What, might being more committed to them or seeing them as a gift look like? What might sharing God’s life with them more look like? 

Monday Devotion:

In our devotions this week, we are considering some challenging scriptures regarding how we relate well to those around us. 
Scripture: ‘Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way as you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. ‘Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, “Let me take the speck out of your eye,” when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:1-5) 
Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)





Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)



Tuesday Devotion:

Scripture: “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” (Matthew 6:14-15) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Wednesday Devotion:

Scripture: Therefore, rejecting all falsehood [whether lying, defrauding, telling half-truths, spreading rumours, any such as these], speak truth each one to his neighbour, for we are all parts of one another [and we are all parts of the body of Christ]. (Ephesians 4:25 AMP) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:

Scripture: Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8)

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





Friday Devotion:

Scripture: For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. (Romans 12:3) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)





Application: (What will you do?)





Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)





