St Martins C3 Church – September 21, 2025
Christ centred community – Worship together

Sermon Summary: 
The Church is God’s creation, not a man-made institution. God chose an actual day to start His Church. The first day of Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection, God sent His Holy Spirit to empower a group of Jesus followers to create a Christ centred community. One of the leaders of this new Church, Peter, addresses the crowds in Jerusalem to explain what God is doing. 

Read: Acts 2:22-36

In Peter’s words and actions on the day of Pentecost, Peter puts a spotlight on the reason God is forming His Church. God is gathering together a group of people who acknowledge that Jesus is Lord. Or, to put it another way, accepting the fact that Jesus is God. The foundation of God’s Church is a gathering of those who acknowledge the Lordship of Christ. Peter was being very clear. If you acknowledge that Jesus is Lord, then you are in God’s Church. You are in God’s family. If you don’t acknowledge the Lordship of Christ, you are not yet in His Church.

Read: Acts 2:37-47

Notice here that when the Lordship of Christ is acknowledged by those who responded, there is only one obvious response. That is to WORSHIP Jesus as Lord. Because, if Jesus is Lord, then He deserves our worship. Worship then, not only defines the reason the church exists, but also determines the churches first priority. Everything else the church does is determined by this priority. 
On day one of the Church’s existence, members, reordered their lives around the fact that Jesus has been revealed by God to be Lord. Every practice they did from that point on was a reflection of their heart to worship Christ for who He is. What we see here is that worship is primarily a posture of the heart that becomes expressed in a change of  behaviour. Worship is allowing who Jesus is to change who we are, which will then change what we do.  All the things we do in a church service are simply practices that hopefully help us facilitate a focus on God. Church isn’t a show, it is a gathering of Christ-centred people who are worshipping Christ together.

The other thing that we see on the first day of the church is, God wants to bring the blessing of His Spirit to those who gather and worship Christ as Lord. We don’t worship God to get the blessing of His Spirit’s presence with us. Rather, we worship Christ for who He is, and it just so happens that God loves to dwell with those who gather to worship Him. 

What does all this mean for us who are also a part of this church that was started by God 2,000 years ago?
1) Each of us need to decide whether we will submit to Christ’s Lordship. (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
2) We need to consider what appropriate worship of Christ looks like from us.   
3) When we respond to Christ in worship, we need to be increasingly aware of what the Holy Spirit wants to do in us and through us. The question we need to ask ourselves when coming to church to worship is: Am I fully surrendered to Christ, completely focused on Him, and willing to respond to all that the Holy Spirit is doing in and through me today? 
Resources for Connect Groups:

Main point: Our first priority as God’s Church is to worship. Which means acknowledging Christ’s Lordship in every area of our lives, which will then lead to being responsive to all that the Holy Spirit wants to bring to us and do through us. 

Suggested questions for discussion:

What is Christ-centred worship?

Why is acknowledging the Lordship of Christ so central to Christian worship?

What might be an appropriate worshipful responses to the reality that Jesus is Lord?

Why does the posture of our heart matter more than our religious practices?

What helps you stay focussed on Christ as we gather to worship together? 

What stood out to you regarding the worshipping life of the early church, as recorded in Acts 2?

What might being more responsive to what the Holy Spirit is doing in and through you in our Sunday services look like?



Monday’s Devotion – Openness

1 Corinthians 12:13
For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

Imagine someone knowing EVERYTHING about you. Every thought, every motivation, every desire you have. Of course, that would be a very scary reality, if we have something shameful to hide. However, imagine if everything in our hearts was made holy and therefore beautiful for everyone to see. 

God has no reason to hide from us, because who He is and His thoughts towards us are good, life-giving and holy. We are transformed as God’s thoughts are revealed to us. God wants to be fully known to us. Our problem is, we wouldn’t want to be fully known to Him, until He makes us fully acceptable to Him.

Of course, this work of making us holy is exactly what God does. The purpose of this sanctifying work is that we can move into a closer relationship with God. We can allow ourselves to be fully known by Him. 

What is our part in this process of drawing closer to God? In a word, openness. We need to be open and vulnerable to God. He is looking for those who want to be fully known.

This week we are going to explore some deeper aspects of what worshipping God looks like. Keeping in mind that worship is always in the context of a deepening relationship with God.
Tuesday’s Devotion – Influencers 

Jeremiah 25:6
Do not follow other gods to serve and worship them; do not arouse my anger with what your hands have made. Then I will not harm you.
 
20 years ago, if you talked about an “Influencer” no one would know what you were talking about. Now internet “influencers” are common place on social media. However, consider the fact that they only have influence over you, if you give them that power. 

What this passage is saying, is let God be your “influencer.” Actually, God’s language around this is very strong. On many occasions we are told in scripture to not worship idols. Or, to put it another way, don’t give power away to something, or someone, else to influence you. The only one who can be trusted with your allegiance is God.

We can easily dismiss Biblical instructions regarding worshipping idols, because we think of idols as a religious icons that we create, but that is a very narrow definition. What we create with our hands (or virtually) is not the problem. It is the power or the allegiance that we give to it, that is the problem.

Yes, it is for God’s benefit that we don’t worship idols, but it is primarily for our benefit. The allegiance of our hearts is too precious of a thing to waste on anything less than God Himself. So, let our hearts not be pulled towards things that will not satisfy us. Let us give our hearts to God and God alone.
Wednesday’s Devotion – Closeness

Revelation 1:16-19
In his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 

This is the apostle John’s encounter with Jesus on the island of Patmos. Many years after Jesus’ resurrection. The awesomeness of Christ’s divinity is being revealed to John, and it is almost overwhelming. However, at the same time Jesus was John’s friend. They knew each other, trusted each other and were now about to embark on the project of writing the book of Revelation together.

Drawing close to God in worship can be a bit overwhelming. God is bigger and better than we can imagine. How do we relate to someone so awesome? However, at the same time there is a familiarity we have with God, because He has made Himself real to us in a way we can relate to and understand. Theologians refer to this tension in our relating to God as the tension of knowing God’s transcendence (his separateness from us) and God’s imminence (his oneness with us) at the same time. Drawing close to God in worship, isn’t focussing on one or the other, it is worshipping the majesty of God and acknowledging the friendship of God at the same time. 
Thursday’s Devotion – Dwelling

1 Corinthians 6:19
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?

In western cultures, we don’t have much understanding of the purpose of temples. In the period of time after Christ, which we now live in, we don’t need to create a Holy space for God to dwell in. However, Paul is making an important point here, and grasping the context matters. So, let us appreciate the context first. Before Christ, God could not be present with people, because He is Holy and we are not. So, God instructed the Jews to create a Holy place for God to dwell in. Which was the temple. Jews struggle to focus their worship now, as they would like to have God dwell with them, but they don’t have a temple to provide that dwelling place for God and a focus for their worship. 

What Paul is saying here, is the work of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit have changed all of this. The focus of our worship is not centred around an external location, but an internal location. By God’s grace, God’s Spirit now dwells WITHIN us. God can’t get any closer than that! 

Paul’s argument in this passage is that just as we would be diligent about keeping a physical building clean and sanctified, so we ought to keep our inner temple clean and sanctified. The desires of our hearts matter. The thoughts of our minds matter. What we do with our bodies matters. Why? Because God DWELLS WITHIN us.  WE are now the temple of God’s Spirit. Let us then use our temple for worship, not unholy purposes.
Friday’s Devotion – Perfect 

Revelation 21:3-4
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

We now come to the end of the age we are in and the beginning of the New Heavens and the New Earth. A time where God will bring the fullness of His Kingdom and remove anything that is not of His Kingdom. God will complete His purposes. He will make everything perfect.

From time to time it is good for us to reflect on the goal of our worship. Yes, we worship God for who He is, not what He will do for us, but God’s ultimate purpose is to dwell physically with us. It is to fully restore our relationship with Him, so that we are live with Him in His Kingdom. We will benefit from that reality. 

Our worship of God in the present is preparing us for our living with Him in the future. In worship we are becoming more aware of God’s attributes as He reveals Himself to us. In worship, that which is not of God is being removed from us, and that which is from Him is being strengthened. So, let us go deeper in our worship, so that God can reorders our priorities, renew our minds and shape the desires of our hearts, so that one day, we will be prepared to be fully present with Him. 

