St Martins C3 – November 1, 2026
Minor Prophets – Amos

Sermon Summary: 
Many Christians don’t often read the books of the Minor Prophets in the Bible. It is not an easy style of writing to read, the instructions seem harsh and it is hard to work out the intended audience. However, when we apply ourselves to overcome these challenges, there are profound and challenging revelations that God can impart to us. 

My encouragement to you this week, is to take the passage we are exploring and imagine it applying to you. Feel the spiritual weight of the challenge God is laying down. Then consider carefully what an appropriate response to that challenge from you would look like. 

Context of Amos:
Centuries before these words from Amos, Israel had agreed to a covenant partnership with God. God would extend grace to Israel and bless them. Israel would have to worship the one true God and obey His laws. A good example of this coming to fruition was under the reign of King Solomon. Solomon and Israel were true in their worship of God and were consequently blessed by God and a model nation to the world at the time. However, this didn’t last. The kings of Israel neglected the previous covenant arrangements with God. So, God sent prophets to remind them to return to the conditions of the covenant relationship. Amos was one of those prophets, in the time of Jeroboam II of Israel. A time when the rich in Israel were prospering, but the poor were being oppressed. 

Read: Amos 5:4-24 (In The Message paraphrase, if you can) 

Do we want the justice that God wants? Will we be a good covenant partner of His? Will we partner with God and bring His justice to the unjust world we are in? 

Three things from this passage, which God tells us NOT to do:
1) Don’t neglect those in need, when you have the means to do something about it. –  Neglecting the poor is NOT justice. 
2) Don’t appear to be spiritual and then not follow through on that spirituality with appropriate godly actions. 
3) Don’t assume God’s approval of your actions because you are living a prosperous life.  

Three ways we can bring justice, based on the life and teachings of Jesus: 
1) We are to live a life where we treat EVERYONE as valuable image-bearers of God.
2) We are to wisely challenge systems and social structures that are unjust.
3) We are to trust in God’s timing regarding when He will fully restore justice to His world.

This passage in Amos could be framed as a question, which also challenges us today: What does a covenant partnership with God look like when considering restoring His justice to His world? That is a big question to deeply ponder on this week. So, let us all commit ourselves prayerfully considering our response to that question. 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main point: We as God’s people who are in a covenant relationship with God now, need to prayerfully consider how we partner with God in restoring His justice in the unjust world we are in. 

Possible questions for discussion:

What from Sunday’s sermon challenged you?

Do you think partnering with God in bringing His justice to the world is still a high priority for God? 

Do you think Christians and churches do enough to help those in need? 

Is there potential for us to be like Israel in Amos’ time and neglect the poor while at the same time assuming God is blessing us in our prosperity?

In what ways could you show the world around you that you treat EVERYONE as equals?

What could be one way you wisely challenge unjust systems in the world at the moment?

What helps you hold the tension of seeking God’s justice in the present, while patiently waiting for the fullness of God’s justice in the future?

Monday Devotion:

In our devotions this week, we are considering some challenging scriptures regarding how we are to help those in need.

Scripture: 
“But you must defend those who are helpless and have no hope.
Be fair and give justice to the poor and homeless.” (Pr 31:8-9) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)





Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Tuesday Devotion:

Scripture: 
“He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.” (Psalm 146:7-9) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)




Wednesday Devotion:

Scripture: “Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:17-21)

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)





Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:

Scripture: “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.  If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:16-18) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Friday Devotion:

Scripture: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s dwelling-place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death” or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)





Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







