St Martins C3 – August 23, 2026
Empowered – Deliverance

Sermon Summary:

Read: Genesis 1-3

God taught Adam that there are Spiritual laws which he needed to respect, because there are consequences when we don’t. One of those laws is: Any Spiritual influence we give permission to will eventually control our lives, with either very good, or very bad consequences. God created us with a freewill to choose whether we would allow God who is good to control our lives, or Satan who is evil to control our lives. Our moral thinking and actions are not neutral. In every moral decision we make, we are giving power over our lives to either God or Satan. 

Read: John 3:16 

1) ACKNOWLEDGE Christ as Lord. 
We can’t receive the benefits of Christ’s life, without allowing Him to be Lord of our lives. If we see someone who is in need of more spiritual freedom, start with helping them see their need for Christ’s Lordship in their lives. Be careful in helping someone become spiritually free without their willingness to surrender their lives to Christ’s Lordship.  God has empowered every person to have the choice as to which spiritual power controls their life.  - You CANNOT override their choice. What THEY are permitting, is what THEY are allowing themselves to be influenced by.  

Read: Romans 6:12-14  
2) ABANDON (utterly forsake) sinful desires
Repentance, surrender, yielding, sin in our lives, declares to the spiritual world, that our allegiance is not to sin, but to Christ. What you are PERMITTING in your life has changed. Anywhere in your life, where you believe something that is NOT of God, you are giving the powers of evil some access to your life. This includes all sin, unforgiveness, holding on to offenses or believing in lies about yourself, others or God. The access (or permission) has to be removed in order for you to be free. 

Read: Luke 10:16-20

3) Be confident in the AUTHORITY you have in Christ 
Evil influences cannot reside, where Christ is present. The question is, have you allowed Christ to have full authority in every area of your life? When you have taken the first two steps, reinforce your commitment to freedom by renouncing any evil presence in your life in the name (authority) of Jesus. 

Read: Matthew 18:18-20 

4) AGREEMENTS in the spiritual world have spiritual power, because they are reinforcing what is being spiritually permitted in a person’s life. 
When we stand in agreement with someone in regard to the spiritual issues they are facing, we are EMPOWERING them. 

God has EMPOWERED us to help others become Spiritually free. Let us be prayerful and loving as we discern and encourage others towards freedom. 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: God has empowered us to help others become free of evil influences in their lives. This is primarily through us understanding how Christ frees us, then praying for others, or with others, with that understanding in mind. 

Suggested discussion questions:

When considering the various principles outlined in Sunday’s message, which ones have you been previously aware of and have found helpful?

Which principles are new to you?

Why is it so important for us to understand the progression from permission, to control, to consequence?

What out of this message might you apply in a deeper way to your own life?

What out of this message can you see yourself applying to your prayer for, or prayer with others?

What are some questions that you still have regarding helping someone become free from evil influences in their lives?




Monday Devotion:
Note: This week we are exploring some of the same scriptures we looked at on Sunday, as well as some new ones. Take some time to consider how each passage relates to overcoming evil. 

Scripture:  “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them (evil powers influencing false teachers), because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (What will you do?)






Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Tuesday Devotion:

Scripture:  “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)  

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Wednesday Devotion:

Scripture:  “Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?”  (Romans 6:16) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:

Scripture: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12) 

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (What will you do?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Friday Devotion:
Scripture:  “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Matthew 18:18-20)
Observation: (What stands out to you?)





Application: (What will you do?)






Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)




