St Martins C3 – June 29, 2025
Sharing the story – Gospel conversations

Sermon Summary: 
For Christians, Jesus has changed our lives more than anything else, so it is natural that we want to share the message of the gospel with others. The gospel also has life-changing implications for everyone, therefore, everyone ought to have the opportunity to consider how they respond to it. Given the importance of sharing the gospel, and the transforming power of it, how do we share our faith well, with those around us?

Read: Colossians 4:2-6 

1) Pray for opportunities to share the gospel. 
We need to pray, so that our hearts are prepared before we share the gospel with others. We also need to pray so that we partner with what God is doing in the world around us. It is in prayer that we are led by His Spirit to make the most of the opportunities God brings our way. We need to put first things first. Prayer, proceeds evangelism. 

2) Engage with people around you, in a respectful and meaningful way. 
Paul is assuming that the context to most of our gospel conversations is going to be in relationship with those around us. Therefore, take a genuine interest in lives of those around you. Get to know WHO they are. Ask about what they do, their hobbies and interests, etc. Get to know who they are, before you share the gospel with them. 

Somewhere in the conversation, it is likely the person will give you hints as to WHAT they believe about life, or the world around them. They might also tell you about a personal struggle they have had or a having. These, “below the surface,” comments are opportunities for you to share how Christ has made a difference in your life. Either in shaping your perspective on how the world works or helping you with a personal struggle. Again, don’t jump in with the gospel to quickly, but keep the connection in mind. 

The next step in the conversation, is to find out WHERE they are at in relation to church. So, a helpful question is: “Are you a church person?” It is a non-offensive question that engages your worldview with theirs. It may also give you an indication as to whether they WOULD consider knowing more about Jesus. 

Remember:  WHO – WHAT – WHERE – WOULD

3) Invite them to respond to the gospel now, or at least invite them to church or along to Alpha. 
Remember, the gospel journey is: Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration. There are a number of different ways to frame it. The main thing is that it centres on Christ and God’s purpose for their lives from His creation of them, to His restoration of them. 

Note: There may be times when having conversations with those who are not yet followers of Christ, where the Holy Spirit gives you specific insight into the person’s situation. If that happens, use it as an opportunity to go deeper with them. I usually do that by rephrasing the Spirit-led insight into a question. 


Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point – Prayerfully be prepared to use conversations you are having with others to bring the gospel in a relevant way to them. 

Suggested Questions:

What opportunities do you have to meet new people and have meaningful conversations with them?

Who, out of those you are currently connecting with could be open to a gospel conversation?

Do you pray regularly for opportunities to share your faith with others, and if so, how is that going?

Did you find the point about looking for comments within the conversation about what their perspective in life is, or a personal struggle that they might be having, a helpful way to transition the conversation?

Have you ever used the, “Are you are church person” question? If so, was it a helpful or unhelpful way to transition the conversation?

When you get the opportunity to share the gospel with someone else, how do you go about it? 






Monday’s Devotion – God’s empowering presence 

Acts 2:38-39
Peter said to them, “Turn to God and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you and your children. It is for everyone our Lord God will choose, no matter where they live.”

This week, we are exploring together how God prepares us in our prayer time for those opportunities He will bring our way to share the gospel. 

The context of the scripture above is the day of Pentecost. Keep in mind that the Holy Spirit was poured out on the church in a prayer meeting. God responded to their prayerful seeking by empowering the early church with His very presence. This infilling of God’s Spirit was so obvious to those around them, that it opened up an opportunity for Peter to share the gospel.

Peter’s message is simple. Repent of your sin and follow Christ. Then prove that by being baptised. Once you have done this, God will fill you with the same Spirit that we have received. 

What this highlights for us, is that we need the infilling of the Holy Spirit, just like the early church did. Prayer is the place that infilling is most likely to happen. So, let us prayerfully seek the Spirit’s fullness on our lives, so that we will be able to pass that very life that has come from God onto others, who also desperately need God’s empowering presence. 

Tuesday’s Devotion – Bravery 

Acts 4:31
After they had prayed, the meeting place shook. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and bravely spoke God’s message.

The context of this verse above was the early church being threatened by the authorities. Understandable some fear was creeping in. After all, in those times, the consequences were not just a telling off, it was a stoning to death. Therefore, Christ followers had to be sure of what they believed, as it could cost them their very lives.

So, the early church prayed. When they did, God powerfully poured out His Holy Spirit on them, which reduced the fear and filled them courage. Courage which then led them to keep speaking about Christ, even if it might cost them their lives.

Notice a really important point here. The presence of the Holy Spirit was needed for them to overcome their fear. 

Should we follow the early church’s example and share our faith boldly? Yes, absolutely. But we ought not do that in our own strength, or simply from a place of duty. Sharing our faith with courage comes from a place of Holy Spirit empowerment. Therefore, when we are feeling anxious about the consequences of sharing our faith, don’t try and find the strength within yourself, find the courage in the Holy Spirit’s presence and power. The secret to Christlike courage, is seeking the fullness of the Holy Spirit. He is the one who will make us brave in the midst of challenging circumstances.
Wednesday’s Devotion – Spiritual insight

Acts 8:20-23
Peter answered: “May you money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”

As we share the gospel with those around us, we are going to come across all sorts of interesting situations. In this example, the apostles encounter Simon who is very open to the gospel, but is also being strongly influenced by the spiritual forces that have previously controlled his life. The spiritual insight the apostles display here, and how they deal with the situation is Spirit-led and powerful. Peter and John were truly filled with the Holy Spirit, and because of that infilling and their willingness to listen to the Holy Spirit’s promptings, they were able to respond with insight and decisiveness in the situation.

It is unlikely that someone you are talking with is going to try and purchase the Holy Spirit from you. However, we are going to be contending with spirits that are influencing people, which they may not even be aware of. This is another one of the reasons we need to be prayerfully prepared as we seek to share our faith with others. The Holy Spirit will reveal to us what is going on in the spiritual world and give us insight as to how to deal with it. We need to be aware enough of the Holy Spirit’s presence and promptings in order to respond with Godly insight. So, let us prayerfully be prepared for the spiritual battle that we are in. 
Thursday’s Devotion – Collective listening

Acts 13:2-3
One day as these men were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Appoint Barnabas and Saul for the special work to which I have called them.” So after more fasting and prayer, the men laid their hands on them and sent them on their way.

Because we read so much about Peter and Paul in the book of Acts, it is easy for us to forget that there was a team around them. The Apostles didn’t work in isolation. They valued the church community they were in and humbled themselves to the leading of the Holy Spirit within that community.

Spreading the good news of Christ to the world around us can be challenging at times. We need other Christians to support us as we reach out to others. 

Firstly, we need to pray together. In prayer, we hear God’s Spirit leading us as to where we should go, who to talk to, and what to say. In praying together we are encouraged in our faith and receive specific prophetic encouragement from our fellow brothers and sisters.

Secondly, within the community of the church, we hear stories of what God is doing. The church in Antioch was hearing about many Gentiles coming to faith and this encouraged them to pray more. Sometimes we can be discouraged in our efforts, but then we hear stories of what God is doing through others, and it encourages us to keep going. 

Friday’s Devotion – Opportunity in challenging times

Acts 27:20-26
The terrible storm raged for many days, blotting out the sun and the stars, until at last all hope was gone.  No one had eaten for a long time. Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, “Men, you should have listened to me in the first place and not left Crete. You would have avoided all this damage and loss. But take courage! None of you will lose your lives, even though the ship will go down. For last night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood beside me,  and he said, ‘Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will surely stand trial before Caesar! What’s more, God in his goodness has granted safety to everyone sailing with you.’ So take courage! For I believe God. It will be just as he said. But we will be shipwrecked on an island.”

Previously Paul had warned the crew to not sail, but they didn’t listen and ended up enduring a storm that came close to costing them their lives. Consider how many days Paul had to keep his mouth shut. He would have been thinking, “I told you so.” But Paul patiently waited until they were desperate enough to listen. He also waited on God to reveal what would happen next.

Part of our prayerful preparation in sharing our faith with others is to be patient and wise so that we wait for the right opportunity. Many times that opportunity comes when those around us are under pressure with a challenging life situation. Of course, there is balance here, this isn’t an excuse to do nothing. Rather, it is another good reason to be prayerful and seeking of the Holy Spirit’s guidance in regard to sharing our faith with others. 

