St Martins C3 – May 17, 2026
Who is God? – Genuine Worship

Sermon Summary:
Challenging situations in our lives, test our faith. They often lead us to make a choice between retreating from God and relying on previous strategies we have used to get through tricky situations, or choosing to go deeper in our knowledge and experience of God, so that we strengthen our faith enough to face it. Which of those options we choose matters. 

The author of the book of Hebrews addresses this very issue. They are writing to Jewish Christians who are considering retreating from their faith in Christ. The author warns them not to do that. Rather than retreating, why not choose to go deeper in your worship of God. This is more likely to strengthen your faith. 
 
Read: Hebrews 12:18-29

1) The recipients of the letter are encouraged to consider how great God has revealed Himself to be. 
To prove that point, the author contrasts the two greatest revelations God has made of Himself, throughout history:
A) At Mt Sinai – Where Israel learnt that God was Holy and Powerful. This taught them to respect the power and majesty of God. 
B)  In the person of Jesus - God has revealed that through Jesus we receive an eternal Kingdom. God has also revealed in Jesus, that not only is God powerful, but also approachable and gracious. (Hebrews 4:14-16) 

On first reading this passage and others like it may feel a bit confusing.  Are we supposed to fear God and keep Him at a distance, or run into His arms and experience His love? What God is revealing here is that He is both powerful and loving at the same time. The author of Hebrews is encouraging them to press into knowing the fullness of who God is. Because it is as we gain a fuller appreciation of God’s nature, we go deeper in our relationship with Him, and He is able to strengthen our faith. 

Genuine worship develops resilient faith.

2) Pay attention to God’s voice in your life, because it is life-changing. (Verse 25) 
Don’t ignore the revelation of God you have received and are receiving. God will keep you accountable for what you do with what He has revealed to you. 

3) Choosing to worship, helps you see that God and His Kingdom are greater than your current situation. (Verse 28) 
Life can be really challenging; however, God is greater than our circumstances. He will never leave you or forsake you. His Kingdom is eternal, your situation is temporary. When you are with Him, He is able to lift you out of despair and instil hope in you again. 

Questions to prayerfully consider: 
1) Are you asking God to reveal more of Himself to you?
2) Are you approaching God with worship from your heart?
3) In that place of worship, how is God shaping your perspective on the current situation you are facing?  


Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: Genuine worship develops resilient faith 

Suggested discussion questions:

What stood out for you as we explored Hebrews 12 together?

Why did the Hebrews need resilient faith?

Which attributes of God do you have a good appreciation of and which ones do you struggle to understand?

Do you identify with a God of consuming fire, or a God of extraordinary grace? 

Why is it important for us to have an appreciation of all the different aspects of God’s nature?

Why does the author warn their audience to pay attention to what God has revealed?

How does genuine worship develop resilient faith? 








Monday Devotion:
This week we are exploring how God has revealed Himself through the person of Jesus, as described in the book of Hebrews. In this first passage, we learn about the sovereignty of Jesus. He is the creator and sustainer of the world we live in. Therefore, Jesus is also the rightful Lord of it. In Jesus we see many of the majestic attributes of God. 

Scripture: Hebrews 1:1-3

Observation: (What stands out to you?)






Application: (How does this shape your faith in God?)






Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Tuesday Devotion:
Not only is Jesus fully God, with all the attributes that God possesses, Jesus is also fully human. This willingness of God to humble Himself in human form tells us a lot about His nature. 

Scripture: Hebrews 2:17-18

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (How does this shape your faith in God?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)







Wednesday Devotion:
Jesus is not only God and reveals who God is to us. Jesus also provided the way for us to be made holy. We can now relate to the Holy God who wants to relate to us. Jesus’ death and resurrection reveal a lot about God’s purposes.

Scripture: Hebrews 10:8-14

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (How does this shape your faith in God?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Thursday Devotion:
Today we are reflecting on how God’s character is consistent. God is not fickle in how He relates to us. It is what theologians call God’s immutability. God does not change. This means that we can rely on God and put our full trust in Him.  

Scripture: Hebrews 13:8

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (How does this shape your faith in God?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






Friday Devotion:
The Sabbath-rest referred to in this scripture, is the eternal future God has for His people. Jesus is the King of a new Kingdom. A perfect Kingdom. Jesus is the One who is able to create that Kingdom for us and bring us into it. 

Scripture: Hebrews 4:9-16

Observation: (What stands out to you?)







Application: (How does this shape your faith in God?)







Prayer: (What do you want to say to God?)






