St Martins C3 – September 27, 2026
Not the same – Priorities.

Sermon Summary: 
Jesus challenged those who wanted to receive God’s life, that they ought to intentionally re-evaluate their life purpose and their priorities and align them with His. (Matthew 16:24-26) A specific example is Jesus challenging the rich young ruler in Matthew 19:21-22. When we combine this understanding with the abundant life that Jesus promises us in John 10:10, we see that: God will bring us into the abundant life He has for us, when we regularly and intentionally re-evaluate our priorities and align them with His. 

Followers of Christ will not have the same priorities as those in the world around them. Our life direction and what we value are determined by Christ, not by us. This Christ-centred life will be reflected in where we put our energy and focus. 

In contrast to the rich young ruler, Paul encountered Christ in a vision on the road to the Damascus which led to a re-evaluation of his life direction and priorities. He reflects on that journey in the third chapter of his letter to the Philippians.

Read: Philippians 3:1-4:9

Paul encourages us to go on the prayerful re-evaluation journey. Because when we do, we will experience the Life God has for us. Firstly, that process involves considering carefully how we align our life purpose with God’s purpose. 

God shapes our priorities within the framework of His purposes. He leads us to keep our vision on the ultimate destination, which is our life with Him, which will include heaven in the future. We need to be like Paul and stop and consider, are our current priorities leading us to God’s ultimate purpose for our lives? We need to keep the end in mind. Because the end shapes the now. 

The second step on that re-evaluation journey is to prayerfully and intentionally determine our priorities. We only have so much energy, so we have to be like Paul and focus on where we put that energy. We need to prayerfully consider: 
· Who God has called me to be?
· Who has God called me to serve? 
· How does that clarify what I need to prioritise now?

Thirdly, we need to not be distracted by those who hold different priorities to ours. When we are prayerful, the Holy Spirit will guide us regarding what we say ‘yes’ to and what we say ‘no’ to. As Christians, we are not going to go after everything the world has to offer. We are going to choose to limit our options and distractions, so we can listen to the Holy Spirit guiding us. 

Finally, Paul knew a peace and a confidence that came from God, because he committed his purpose, priorities and everyday challenges, to God in prayer.  We have a choice, to either live with the priorities of the world, or to align our lives with God’s priorities. Only God’s purpose and priorities will lead us to the life God has for us. So, the big question for us to consider is: Do we have the courage to prayerfully re-evaluate our purpose and priorities? 

Resources for Connect Groups:

Main Point: God will bring us into the abundant life He has for us, when we regularly and intentionally re-evaluate our priorities and align them with His. 

Suggested Discussion Questions:

If God’s priorities fit into his big picture purpose for our lives. What are some of the things that would be included in God’s big picture purpose for us?

How might reflecting on that big picture purpose clarify our priorities?

How might reflecting on that big picture purpose motivate us in what we are doing this week?

What are some examples of priorities that would align with God’s purpose for our lives?

What might distract us from slowing down and giving time for the Holy Spirit to speak to us about what God has called us to do?

What might be some things that you are currently doing that God is asking you to surrender, and what might be some priorities, God is asking you to focus on?

How are your reflections on all this shaping how you will use your time and energy this week?
Monday Devotion:

This week I am encouraging you to use your devotional time to reflect on God’s purpose and priorities for your life. Take a few minutes and reflect on the scripture and then reflect on what God might be saying to you, as we work from the big picture down to the everyday application. 

Read: Philippians 1:20-24

What is Paul’s view of God’s ultimate purpose for his life?





As you reflect on your identity as a child of God, and your future with God both in this life and the next, what is God’s ultimate purpose for your life? 












Tuesday Devotion:

And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to his purpose for them. For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory.   (Romans 8:28-30)

What does this scripture tell us about God’s purpose for our lives?







How are you prioritising that in your life at the moment?








Wednesday Devotion:

So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.
(Matthew 6:31-33)

What does this scripture tell us about what our priorities ought to be?








How does that challenge some of the priorities you are currently focused on? 










Thursday Devotion:

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (Ephesians 2:10)

God has gifted us and called us to do good work with Him. What are some good works that He has called all of us to do?









How would you describe God’s calling on your life and what He has gifted you to do?












Friday Devotion:

So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to do. (Ephesians 5:15-17)

What are some things that distract you from focussing on God’s priorities and what would it look like for you to surrender them today?








What is an opportunity that you have this week to prioritise God’s Kingdom and His purpose for your life?
