St Martins C3 Church – August 31, 2025
The Quiet Revival

Sermon Summary: 
This year, The Bible Society in the UK published an article called “The Quiet Revival” – In it, there are some interesting statistics. Church attendance in the UK has increased by 50% in the last 6 years! Another interesting trend is that this increase is across all denominations, from Catholics to Pentecostals. 

Some of this growth has been from migration, but a majority of it is from young people in the 18–24-year-old age bracket. Young people are citing a disillusionment with what secular culture has presented them with, which is pushing them to look for the alternative, which they are finding in Christ. In response the church in the UK is actively seeking ways to disciple the many young people coming to faith at the moment. 

Here are a couple of questions that I would like us to consider today: 1) If what is currently happening in the UK, were to happen in NZ over the next 6 years, would we, as a church, be ready? 2) If what is currently happening in the UK, were to happen in NZ over the next 6 years, would YOU be ready?

Read: Acts 10 

The book of Acts has two main purposes we need to keep in mind: 1) How God is working out His purposes in the world through the work of His Holy Spirit. 2) How His church, (empowered by His Holy Spirit) goes from being a small group of Jewish Jesus followers, to a worldwide movement. 
What could God be teaching us from Peter’s example, to prepare us for the “Quiet Revival” that might be coming?

God reveals to Peter that the Holy Spirit is working outside of the church. Maybe we, like Peter, have to get our eyes off ourselves and on to what the Holy Spirit is doing in the world around us. There could be an intentional current work of the Holy Spirit in the world, exposing the inadequacies of what our secular culture is offering and highlighting that the church has a viable alternative.  

Another thing that stands out in the events that unfold in Cornelius’ house, is that the Holy Spirit opened up the opportunity for Peter to step into. Peter needed to be willing to cooperate and be obedient to the work of the Holy Spirit. Maybe, like Peter, the best preparation we can do, is to fully cooperate with what the Holy Spirit is doing in and around our lives right now.

Peter and those who were with him, recognised that God’s Holy Spirit was at work in Cornelius’ house, because they had experienced the Spirit’s power in a similar way, so they affirmed what God was doing in them. Maybe, like Peter, we will get to witness God moving powerfully in the lives of those around us, and we will get the opportunity to bless and affirm that work. 

The main way that we can be prepared for any revival that God may want to bring to New Zealand, is to be like Peter. That means, being fully aware of what God’s Spirit is currently doing in us, as well as being more aware of what God is doing in the lives of those around us. When we are aware of what God’s Spirit is doing, and fully cooperating with Him, we are ready for His revival work. 
Suggested questions for Connect Groups:


What do you find interesting or encouraging regarding the reports of the “quiet revival” that is happening in the UK at the moment?

Do you think a similar thing could happen in NZ? Why or why not?

In looking at the UK experience, how could the church in NZ prepare for an influx of people seeking Christ?

What were some big perspective changes that had to happen in Peter in Acts 10?

What could be some perspective changes that have to happen in us to be prepared for the revival that God may want to bring?

How did Peter know that this was a work of the Holy Spirit?

How might we identify and cooperate with what the Holy Spirit is doing, in and around our lives at the moment?


Maybe, you could spend some time together as a group praying for an increased awareness of what the Holy Spirit is doing in the lives of those around you, as well as praying for a significant turning to Christ in Christchurch and NZ. 

Monday’s Devotion – What are we seeing?

Acts 2:5-8
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language?”

Continuing with where we started on Sunday, this week we are exploring how God’s Holy Spirit prepares people in the world to respond to Him, as He begins to work both in and outside of the church.

The context of this passage is the day of Pentecost, where the Holy Spirit has come upon the church. This empowering presence of God enables them to joyously speak in other languages about what God is doing. This is a big surprise to those in close proximity to the action. The onlookers start asking questions, which gives Peter the opportunity to preach the gospel and lead many to faith in Christ.

The “quiet revival” in England is already getting some media attention and churches there are seeking to use those opportunities. Likewise, we ought to be prepared to explain why God does what He does and why what is happening at the moment is happening. Are we ready, like Peter was, to explain who Jesus is to those who might ask? Are we ready, like Peter was, to explain what they are observing is a work of the Holy Spirit and how the Spirit can change their lives too?
Tuesday’s Devotion – Can we join too?

Acts 5:12-14
The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people. Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 

This is an intriguing passage to unpack. It seems to contradict itself. Are people joining or not joining the church? 

When read in the broader context, the main point of the passage is that the Holy Spirit is moving so powerfully that a huge respect for what God is doing is developing both inside and outside of the church. While many are coming along and being dramatically healed and delivered, there are others (like Ananias and Sapphira) who are being severely judged for their disobedience. God is present and powerfully working in His church, with obvious consequences. 

The point of this account is that some will be attracted by the presence and power of God and some will be repelled by it. It all depends on what is going on in their lives at the time. The important thing is that the church didn’t change who they were. They simply cooperated with whatever the Spirit was doing. Likewise, we need to stay true to the gospel and be obedient to the Holy Spirit’s leading in all that we do. That will draw some into a relationship with God, but unfortunately it will repel others. May we be like the early church and form a community where God’s presence and power is always evident among us. 
Wednesday’s devotion – Unique opportunities

Acts 8:26-29
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”

I encourage you to read the rest of the story, if you are not familiar with it. The official becomes a Christian and is baptised by Philip. This incident is another wonderful example of how the Holy Spirit was working in both Philip and the Ethiopian official. Philip didn’t have to make the connection happen, he just needed to obey what God was leading him to do.

This is a good reminder that the Holy Spirit is the one who will open up opportunities for us to step into when we are willing and obedient. Those opportunities may not come frequently when there is a lot of resistance in our culture to the things of God, but when revival comes, that listening and obedience practice, will become vitally important. In seasons of revival the promptings of the Spirit will come to you regularly, because the need and the openness around you will increase. 

We don’t know much about Philip’s life, but we do know that he knew how to share the gospel and he was aware of the Spirit’s leading in his life. May we be prepared like Philip was for whatever opportunities God wants to bring our way. 
Thursday’s Devotion – Prayer support

Acts 13:1-3
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.

At this point in the development of the early church, Antioch had become a significant church, second only to the church in Jerusalem. It was from the church at Antioch that the Gentile mission to the rest of the Roman Empire was launched from. This is a record of how it started from one of those prayer meetings.

Never underestimate what God does through prayer meetings. They are where we come together as God’s people to listen to Him, not just as individuals, but listen collectively. There are a number of good things that God does in this prayerful space.
1) God will give us specific words that guide us and direct us into the mission that He has called us to.
2) For those who are going on the mission, they can go with confidence, that not only have they personally heard from God, but their brothers and sisters in Christ have confirmed God’s leading with them.
3) For those going, it also reassures them that there will be ongoing prayer support behind them.
Let us be like the early church and collectively come together to seek God for the mission He is calling us to and supportively carry each other in prayer. 
Friday’s Devotion – Answering questions. 

Acts 17:19-20
Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are presenting? You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.”

Everyone around you has lots of questions about life. They may not often express them, but they will be pondering on them. Occasionally we find ourselves in a context where people are asking genuine life questions and we are well positioned to bring a perspective that will help them consider how Christ may be the answer to those questions.

I appreciate that discussing life issues and people’s questions isn’t something you may do every day, so the temptation is to ask Jonty or me to help you out. But, keep in mind that we are only good at answering questions because we have had lots of practice. Therefore, if answering questions comes from practice, consider how to get some practice in.

This is exactly why we are in community together. Church is a great place to ask questions and have people around you get some practice answering them. For that to happen, we ought to foster a safe space for questions to be asked, and respectfully receive people’s feedback on the answers. If we do that with the Holy Spirit’s empowerment, God will equip us to answer the questions of life well, both in a church context, as well as the various opportunities God brings our way. 
