St Martins C3 – July 6, 2025
Sharing the story – Answering questions.

Sermon Summary:
Wherever you are at on your faith journey, you have moved closer to Christ because you have resolved some questions that you had along the way. Who helped you with those questions? How can you help others with their questions? Today we are exploring how to help those who have questions about the Christian faith, by looking at how Jesus answered questions posed to him. 

Read: Mark 12:13-17
In this situation, those approaching Jesus are quite hostile. They don’t actually want to know the answer to their question, they just want to get Jesus arrested. Jesus does several interesting things here:
a) He engages them, but doesn’t allow himself to be manipulated by them.
b) He answers their question with a question. 
c) He states what is true and then lets them process the truth for themselves.
Likewise, when we encounter questions from people who are very hostile towards Christians or Jesus, we need to be engaging, but cautious. It is wise to check why they are asking the question and see whether they want to join with you in seeking out the truth, or whether they are just bullying you with their opinions. We ought to present the truth, but cautiously, like Jesus did. 

Read: Mark 12:18-27 
The Sadducees were not big fans of Jesus either, but in this example, there seems to be some willingness to want to know what Jesus thinks. Jesus answers their questions and gives a pointer towards the heart of the gospel. Jesus encourages them to think about how prepared they are for life after death. 

Many people I talk to who don’t know God are in this category. They are not hostile, towards faith, they just don’t know much about a life of faith. The best approach is to answer their questions with something that Christ said or did. Hopefully leading them to explore further the life and teaching of Jesus further.  

Read: Mark 12:18-34
This religious teacher was not hostile, or sceptical, he genuinely wanted to know the truth. He was open to the gospel. Jesus encourages him to keep going on the search that he is on. It is good for us to be prepared with what Jesus revealed on various common questions that people raise. It is even better if we can take the conversation one step further and explain the gospel to them. That is what Jesus does next.

Read: Mark 12:35-37 
At first glance, this may seem like an odd question. But Jesus knew that they had a high regard for King David. If King David called someone “Lord” then, who is this “Lord” David is referring to? What Jesus was leading them to consider here is the heart of the gospel, which is the Lordship of Christ. That is the ultimate question. “Will you acknowledge the truth that Jesus is Lord and adjust your life accordingly?”  

Also, try using John 14 when presenting Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration: Heaven is real. Nothing we do will get us there. Jesus is the only way. He is returning to take us there.
Resources for Connect Groups

Main points:
1) Answer questions of faith the way Jesus answered them. 
2) In answering questions of faith, use the life and teaching of Jesus as much as you can, as it leads people closer to the gospel. 

Suggested discussion questions:

What were some of the questions you need answered before coming to faith in Christ?

What are some faith questions that people have asked you?

Why is it sometimes helpful to clarify why the person is asking the question?

What might be an example of a question that people have that could be answered by either Jesus’ example or what Jesus taught?

Can you think of an example of answering a question with what Jesus taught, but then also using the opportunity to share something of the central gospel message in with the answer?

Is the creation, fall, redemption, restoration framework helpful? Can you see how you could blend the first part of John 14 into this framework? 

Monday’s Devotion – Jesus and the Bible

Matthew 19:4 
“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’”

In answering a seeker’s questions regarding faith issues, I almost always use the example of Jesus and what He taught. One of the reasons for this, is that many people are sceptical about believing a religious book, but they are usually respectful of who Jesus is and what He taught. So, I start with where I am likely to find agreement. It could go something like this: “So you acknowledge that Jesus was a good person and taught some things we ought to consider. Many times, (like the example above) Jesus referred to what the Old Testament said to be true. If Jesus considers it to be true, then maybe it is worth us considering the truth of the Old Testament as well?” 

The real question many people have in relation to believing the Bible, is the question of authority. “What authority does the Bible have to speak into my life?” That is a valid question. To answer it, we need to consider how God makes himself known to us. God has to REVEAL Himself to us, in order for us to know Him. The Bible would be just another historical book if there was no revelation of God in it. However, Jesus affirmed that the Bible is a record of how God has revealed Himself to humanity down through history. Therefore, it doesn’t have authority because of what the church believes about it. The Bible has authority because it contains what God has revealed. The truth that God has revealed throughout history, is the most important truth we will ever know. Truth that is certainly worth our attention!
Tuesday’s Devotion – Jesus and other religions. 

John 14:6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

One of the other big questions that people have regarding Christianity is, “how do you know that your religion is the right way to God, what about the other religions?” Again, this is a valid question, worthy of a good answer. 

My first answer to this question is an observation. It is understandable that there are religions in every country of the world because God created us with a need to acknowledge something greater than ourselves. We (humans) just don’t know who that is. Therefore, various cultures have taken a reasonable guess at answering it. Sometimes they got it right, many times they got it wrong. How do we know which is right and which isn’t? Well, that is where we come back to a theology of revelation. What we believe about God ought not be based on what we think, but on what God has revealed.

The next step is to explain that God’s greatest revelation is Jesus. Therefore, we base our knowledge of God based on the life and teaching of Jesus. Any religious belief that is aligned to Christ is true, that which isn’t aligned to Christ is false. Therefore, there could be truth in other religions, but where there is a conflict, Christians believe what Jesus says, rather than Mohammed, Buddha, or anyone else. One of the things Jesus revealed is that He is the only way to God. Well, we all have a choice as to what we do with that very clear presentation of truth!
Wednesday’s Devotion – Jesus and science

John 18:37
 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”

Of course, the world Jesus ministered into didn’t describe the world scientifically as we would today. However, they certainly sought to understand the world they lived in and sought to figure out what was true and what wasn’t. In this example Jesus is referring to Himself as “the truth,” but this and many other examples highlight that Jesus valued what was true and that whatever is true would line up with who He is and what He taught.

When discussing any issues of science with those who are asking questions about faith, it is important to emphasise that there is no conflict between what Jesus has revealed to be true and what is actually true from a scientific standpoint. Where questions arise, is usually on topics where science hasn’t got all the answers yet either. So, there isn’t a conflict between science and what God has revealed, there is simply a lack of knowledge of our understanding of the Bible, or our understanding of the world around us, or both.

The posture I take on these sorts of questions is one of seeking the truth together. Neither of us know how God created the world, or when He did it. What we do know is that the world had a cause and Jesus revealed that His Father (the Creator) was that cause. Jesus valued the truth, and so do we. 
Thursday’s Devotion – Jesus and the reality of Hell

Matthew 7:13
You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to Hell is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way.

Another common question people have concerning what Christians believe is the reality of Hell. What is important to clarify when discussing this topic is, what is the actual issue? I find that it usually falls into one of two categories:
1) Christians are so condemning when they talk about people going to Hell. I don’t like that concept or that judgement.
2) Why would a God, who you say is so loving, send people to Hell?
There are several things that I seek to gently point out regarding the question of Hell:
1) Christians accept the reality of Hell as a literal place because Jesus taught clearly that it was. This may be a very inconvenient truth, but it doesn’t change the facts. 
2) Christians are not condemning people to Hell. Jesus clearly says that is God’s decision, not ours. The reality is, everyone is going to Hell, unless they choose the “narrow gate.”
3) The main point that Jesus talks about in the context of Hell, is that God and His goodness are absent. Therefore, it is a place you don’t want to go. However, if you choose to be distant from God in this life, it makes sense that God distances Himself from you in the next. 
4) Jesus emphasised the gospel when speaking about Hell. That is, repent and acknowledge God now, so you don’t end up in Hell in the future. 
Friday’s Devotion – Jesus and suffering 

John 16:33
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

The question of suffering is one of those big questions that can be answered lots of different ways. However, I have found the leaning into the few things that Jesus said about suffering is the most helpful response.

Firstly, Jesus acknowledged that suffering is part of the fallen world that we live in, and that reality will continue to be the case until He returns. Rather than Jesus abolishing all suffering, He suffered with us and trusted God to deliver Him from it. This reveals the approach that we ought to have towards suffering. Therefore, don’t use it as an excuse to not believe in God. Rather let the presence of suffering remind you of your need for God.

Secondly, Jesus was very clear on the fact that there would be deliverance from suffering in His Kingdom in the future. Therefore, we need to see present suffering in the world in the context of eternity. If we use the presence of suffering to turn away from God, we are turning out backs on the very person who can deliver us from it.

I pray as you ponder on these and other questions this week that you see how Jesus has the answers to the big questions of life. As you share these truths with others, may they be led to “the truth.” Led to the One who will set them free!
