St Martins C3 – February 8, 2026
Authentic revealers of Christ 

Sermon Summary:
In the Biblical passage we are exploring today, Jesus describes the influencers God is looking for who will bring His Kingdom to the world. It is somewhat intriguing who Jesus says God is going to use and the character qualities He wants them to have. 

The context is the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus is describing the way of life of God’s Kingdom to those who are beginning to follow His teachings. 

Read: Matthew 5:13-16

Jesus is speaking to ordinary people, like you and me. He is not speaking to religious leaders or political movers and shakers. Jesus is saying that YOU/WE are the salt and the light of the world.  Those who are genuinely experiencing God’s Kingdom now, are also the ones God is going to use to extend His Kingdom, both now and in the future. Since we are representatives of God’s Kingdom, then let us be good representatives, by being “salty” and “luminous.” So, what did Jesus mean by these metaphors? 

1)  “Be, salty and stay salty.”
One of the religious models that people were aware of in Jesus’ day, was the religious influence of the Pharisees. They were very passionate about following God the right way. They created a lot of religious rules to follow and condemned anyone who didn’t follow them. The result was what appeared to be a very morally upright lifestyle, but there was no real relationship with God. (Check out Matthew 24 for more detail) 

Jesus is saying, don’t be like the Pharisees. Don’t lose your saltiness through keeping up appearances. You will fall into the trap of hypocrisy. God hates hypocrisy and the world does too. Rather, be HONEST about your faith before God and others. Let your faith be an AUTHENTIC faith. Don’t be self-righteous, or self-promoting. Simply let your life reflect the transformation that God is doing in you. Anywhere in your life, where you can’t be honest with others or with God about who you really are, is a problem. 

2) Be light giving – Illuminate Christ and His Kingdom. 
The contrast Jesus gives is someone who hides the light. Like the Essenes in Jesus’ time, who kept a pure faith in God, but didn’t tell anyone else about it. Why would the Essenes, or us, hide God’s Kingdom work? Probably, because we are afraid of what might happen to us if we did. 

Are you an AUTHENTIC REVEALER of Christ? 

Every Christian will be tempted to go down the path of hypocrisy or fear. However, Jesus wants to FREE us from these lies of the enemy and lead us into an authentic confident life of extending His Kingdom. We don’t have to keep up appearances or live in fear of what others think. We can be the “salt” and “light” that God has called us to be. 




Resources for Connect Groups:

Main point: Jesus calls us to be authentic revealers of Him and His Kingdom. As authentic revealers, we need to resist the temptation of hypocrisy or fear. 

Discussion questions:

Previously when you read Matthew 5:13-16, what did you think Jesus meant when he said we are to be salt and light?

Why might we disqualify ourselves from being the ones who God will use to extend His Kingdom?

Why might us wanting to appear better than we actually are, (either to Christians or non-Christians around us) lead us into hypocrisy?

What are some anxious thoughts that come to our minds when we are sharing about our faith with others?

What are the main differences between someone who is hypocritical and someone who is authentic?

What might living out your faith more authentically look like for you?

What helps you overcome the temptations of hypocrisy and fear?


Monday Devotion – The great work of God on earth 

S.O.A.P method of scripture reflection: Scripture: Identify the scripture for the day, read it a few times, meditating on it. Observation: As you meditate on scripture, what stands out to you? Keep in mind what it meant to the original audience and the principle for all people. Application: What can you apply in your life from this scripture? Prayer: What prayer rises up from you as you consider all of this?

Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20 
Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

Observation (What stands out to you?)




Application (What will you do?)




Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)




Tuesday Devotion:

Scripture: Acts 1:8
He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)





Wednesday Devotion

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:9-10
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)





Thursday Devotion

Scripture: 1 Peter 3:15-16
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.

Observation (What stands out to you?)







Application (What will you do?)







Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)




Friday Devotion

Scripture: Revelation 7:9-10
After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: ‘Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.’

Observation (What stands out to you?)






Application (What will you do?)






Prayer (What do you want to say to God?)






