
 

St Martins C3 – November 14, 2021 
Vengeance is Mine - How Now Shall We 

Live 
Sermon Notes: 
In light of all that God has done for us, we should live 
differently. Our lives are no longer our own; they are lived as a 
sacrifice to God. God’s mercy changes everything.  
 
Read Romans 12:1-2  
 
Don’t be a chameleon, blending into your surroundings, be 
different. Live in such a way that people can see you are not 
the same as the world around you. 
 
Read Romans 12:9  
 
Suppose we have genuinely understood the mercy of Jesus. If 
so, it will dramatically affect our relationship with other 
Christians and with those outside the church.  
 
If you have a transformed mind, you will have transformed 
relationships. The people who are to be the most caring in the 
world are those who walk with Jesus.  
 
Read Romans 12:15-16 
 
Love is not aloof; it identifies with people in their joy and their 
heartache. We are encouraged to be those who truly love 
others by living at peace with them and walking a mile in their 
shoes.  
 



 

So, we need to care for people. However, the central part of 
these relationships is how we respond to people who wrong 
us. 
 
Read Romans 12:14, 17-21  
 
Here we have four contrasts. Four things we are told not to do 
and four things we are asked to do. 
 
1 – Don’t curse others; instead, bless them 
When we have disagreements with others, we should look to 
bless them. This reflects a Jesus way of life – where he teaches 
that we should give love to our enemies and not hate. 
 
2 – Don’t pay people evil back; instead, act honourably 
Act in a way that others see as honourable instead of getting 
your own back for their behaviour.  
 
3 – Don’t take revenge; instead, trust God and serve them 
If you trust the sovereignty of God and allow Him to be the 
judge, then you do not keep fighting the battle; instead, you 
can show them kindness and love with pure motives.  
 
4 – Don’t let evil conquer you; instead, conquer the evil 
inside you by doing good. 
The result of this way of life is joy for others and freedom for 
you. As you choose to let go of pain and offence, you deny evil 
an opportunity to take root in your heart.  
 
Who has wronged you? 
What are you currently doing that might be making it worse? 
How can you trust God and begin to make it better?  



 

Questions for Connect Groups:  
 
Read Romans 12:1 – What has changed in your life as a result 
of God’s mercy? 
 
Read Romans 12:2 – In your opinion, are Christians different 
from the world around them? Why or why not? 
 
How do you see the new life of God developing in you at the 
moment? 
 
Read Romans 12:9 – What does it take to love others? How is 
this different from the love most people give? 
 
Read Romans 12:14 – In what way do Christians face 
persecution? How can we bless those people? 
 
Read Romans 12:15-16 –What might this kind of love look like 
for you right now? 
 
Read Romans 12:17 – Why is Paul concerned about the way 
people outside the church see Christians? 
 
Read Romans 12:18 – What responsibility does this put on 
you? This verse contains a double qualifier in Greek (“if it is 
possible, as much as it depends upon you”). When might you 
act right but not find it possible to live at peace with others?  
 
Read Romans 12:19-20 – Does this work? What are the 
positives and negatives of this approach to justice? 
 
Pray into Romans 12:21. 



 

Monday Devotion: Forgive 
Read Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Romans 12:14-21 is primarily concerned with how Christians 
act in their relationships with those outside the church. It 
focuses on how we respond to people who hurt us.  
 
In the devotions this week, we will look at other verses that 
deal with how we should treat people outside the church and 
let them create a full picture of how we treat those people and 
what happens as a result.  
 
The first idea that we look at is mysteriously missing from 
Paul’s ethical guidelines in Romans 12, yet it is a key 
application to all that Paul says – forgive.  
 
Forgiveness is a powerful tool if you want to conquer the evil 
inside you. Some situations happen to us that cause us to 
become offended and even bitter against people and 
organisations.  
 
Forgiveness frees your heart from bitterness and offence. It’s 
not letting people get away with it; instead, it is trusting God 
to be the judge of the world. Sometimes forgiving us feels too 
difficult because the hurt is too big and too deep. God will help 
you to forgive if you hand the situation to him today.  
 
Prayer Focus for Today: 

- Ask God to reveal to you who you might be holding 
bitterness against today. 

- Ask him to help you forgive. 
  



 

Tuesday Devotion: Go the Extra Mile 
Read Matthew 5:38-42 
 
In this passage, Jesus tells His listeners that if a soldier 
demands that they carry his gear for a mile, carry it for two 
miles. He was the first person to ask people to go the extra 
mile!  
 
Yet, this was not just the creation of a new saying or a 
theoretical idea. Israel was under the subjugation of Rome, 
and it would be quite reasonable for a soldier to pick a person 
to carry their gear for a mile. It would not matter if they were 
spending time with family or working; if it was demanded of 
them, they had to do it. The idea of taking that gear a second 
mile would seem absurd. 
 
However, Jesus tells them to serve the selfish in their life by 
doing more than what is demanded of them. This is a radical 
idea that requires a lot of those who choose to follow Jesus. 
 
Think for a moment about those who make demands on you. 
It might be a parent, a child, a colleague, a superior or even a 
member of the government. What would it look like to serve 
those people in such a way that it speaks of the radical way of 
the cross – choosing to lay down your desires for the good of 
another? 
 
Pray: 

- For the people in your life that demand too much of you. 
Ask God to give you a good attitude towards them and a 
radical way of love towards them. 



 

Wednesday Devotion: Love Your Enemies 
Read Matthew 5:43-47 
 
Jesus said some radical things. He called His followers to an 
extreme and sacrificial way of life. Out of all the things that 
Jesus said, probably the most extreme was this one: love your 
enemies.  
 
Spend some moments meditating on these verses.  
 
Many of us don’t think of others as enemies. “Enemies” seems 
too extreme – something reserved for those at war. However, 
we all have people in our lives that we don’t get along with 
and would love to see brought down a notch or two! These are 
the enemies in our life. 
 
See how this radical way of love finds its source in the 
character of God. He sends sunshine on both the evil and 
good. He sends rain (this is a good thing – crops need rain) on 
both the evil and the good. In the same way, we should show 
love to those who least deserve it in our life. 
 
Who least deserves your kindness and care today? In what 
way can you fulfil the law of Christ and show the world that 
those who follow Jesus are different from the world around 
them? It’s time to step out with counter-cultural love. 
 
Pray: 

- Ask God to help you bless those who you find most 
difficult in your life.  



 

Thursday Devotion: Let Your Deeds Be Seen 
Read 1 Timothy 3:6-7; 1 Peter 3:9-17; Colossians 4:5-6; 2 
Corinthians 8:21 
 
Jesus taught His disciples not to be spiritual showoffs, making 
out that they were better than everyone else. He was 
concerned that they would emulate a style of spirituality that 
was the same as the Pharisees – a pretend righteousness.  
 
However, the writers of the epistles had a different 
perspective. They recognised that the Jesus way of life was so 
different from the world around them that it was attractive! 
As people saw the genuine way they loved each other, cared 
for the outsider, and responded to mistreatment, they became 
interested in why.  
 
Their counter-cultural actions opened the door for the gospel 
in all its beauty to be shared and understood. If their actions 
would give glory to God, then they wanted everyone to see 
them.  
 
Our response to mistreatment can be an example of the 
sacrificial way of Jesus, showing people the way of the cross. 
We, as Christians, need to recapture this desire. It’s time for us 
to love in ways that serve others and bring glory to God and 
continue His mission in the world. 
 
Pray: 

- For opportunities to love and share. 



 

Friday Devotion: Trust God’s Justice 
Read Deuteronomy 32:4; Romans 13:1-7; Revelation 20:12-
13; Psalm 37:25 
 
It’s one thing to love those who have hurt us, but it leaves a 
big question. Will they get away with it? Are we going soft on 
evil? No, of course not. Saying you should treat people well 
who treat you badly does not mean that evil will go 
unpunished. 
 
A core part of Christian teaching is that evil is real and can 
have devastating effects on people. It needs to be recognised, 
confronted, and fixed. This is where we trust ourselves to the 
justice of God and the institutions he has put in place in our 
world.  
 
We know that whatever wrong has been done has been seen 
by God, and we can trust him to bring justice by judging those 
who have wronged us and looking after us in our difficult 
situations. 
 
We have a responsibility to report wrongdoings to authorities 
as they are the ones who have been set up to bring justice in 
this world. However, we need to avoid carrying out vendettas 
against those people and letting bitterness rule our lives. 
 
Pray: 

- For justice for the oppressed around us. 


