
 

St Martins C3 – October 10, 2021 
Focus on Mission – God's Mission 

 
Sermon Notes: 
In this series, we are exploring how we can reach out to 
others. Last week, we saw this must come from our 
understanding of God's love. This week we are going to get 
more specific and see God's mission in the world. 
 
God is a missionary God. His mission is to restore our world; to 
bring light to dark places; to find all that is lost. God cares 
more about our world than we do, and God cares about more 
of our world than we do. 
 
When Adam and Eve chose to eat of the fruit in the garden, 
God proclaimed a curse on all creation, causing there to be 
brokenness in our relationships with each other, our 
relationship with the earth and our relationship with heaven – 
with God.  
 
But He didn't give up on humanity. He began the task of 
restoring his world. He found a man through whom He would 
create a nation, with a calling to start this process. This He 
continued through the nation of Israel and even now the 
Church. 
 
Read Genesis 12:2-3  
 
God's mission is to apply the redemptive power of the cross of 
Christ to all the effects of sins and evil in the lives of people, in 
our society and environment (Christopher Wright). 



 

The mission of God is to take everything that was lost and to 
loving restore it to the way it was supposed to be. To put the 
world to rights. One of the places we see this play out is in the 
story of Jonah. 
 
Read Jonah 4 
 
This is why we have to fully embrace God's heart of mission for 
the world. There is a danger that our mission work could be 
like Jonah's. He doesn't want to do it; he doesn't do it well, he 
isn't convinced that it is a good thing.  
 
God calls us to bring blessing to people. To seek the prosperity 
of our city. He asks us to bring His Kingdom life to all parts of 
our world.  
 
If your definition of the gospel doesn't include space for these 
things, then it is incomplete. However, if your definition of the 
gospel doesn't include bringing people into a loving 
relationship with Jesus, then your definition of the gospel is 
impotent. 
 
Read Luke 15:8-10 
 
We don't need to crawl to God but embrace the God who 
crawled to us. When one person repents, when one person 
discovers who He really is, when God finds one person, then 
all heaven celebrates. Being a Christian is about creating 
parties in heaven! By showing love like Jesus' by seeking out 
the lost, we give heaven an excuse for another party. How 
awesome is that!  



 

Questions for Connect Groups:  
What does it mean to you that God is a missionary God, that 
he hasn't given up on the world? How do you see that to be 
true? 
 
How would you sum up God's mission? 
 
What three things would be true of you if you did not know 
God?  
 
Does God care more about meeting people’s practical needs or 
bringing them back into relationship with Him? 
 
What significance is Jesus in the story of the Mission of God? 
 
How is God's renewal mission also our renewal mission? 
 
Make a wish list. What are the key things of this world that 
you would love to see renewed?  
- Think big and unrealistic to start (e.g. dental pain, no more 

abuse, the end of all war) 
- Then think more local about your world and life. Consider 

things you would like to see redeemed around you now. 
 
Consider what he has saved you from. How has he redeemed, 
restored and reconciled you? 
 
In light of the Parable of the Lost Coin, Tom Wright asks: 
"What might today's Christians do that would make people 
say, "why are you doing something like that?" and give us the 
opportunity to tell stories about finding lost things?"  



 

Monday Devotion: God's Mission 
Read Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 3 
 
This week in our devotions, we will reflect upon God's mission 
heart for the world. God is a missionary God. He is working 
and moving in humanity to achieve something. God's mission 
is to redeem that which is broken. 
 
God created the world good and gave humanity the job of 
making it even better. Whenever God works, He looks for 
partners in helping Him achieve His mission.  
 
Unfortunately, God's partners betrayed Him and chose to do 
life their way. This led to the fall of humanity and the broken 
world we now live in. Yet, God's mercy and love have not 
changed. He desires to restore, renew and redeem the world! 
 
This is our mission too. 
 
"Fundamentally, our mission (if it is biblically informed and 
validated) means our committed participation as God's people, 
at God's invitation and command, in God's own mission within 
the history of God's world for the redemption of God's 
creation." Christopher Wright  
 
Pray and thank God that He has not given up on the world. Ask 
Him to show you how you can be part of its redemption. 
  



 

Tuesday Devotion: God wants to Bless the 
World 
Read Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 18:16-33 
 
When God first set up a people, he did it through a man He 
named Abraham, and as He called him, He gave a mission not 
just to him but also to his descendants. The world had gone 
wrong, and it needed restoration. It needed a people to make 
it right, to redeem it.  
 
Abram was called to leave his home and go to the land God 
would show him. "I will bless you and make you famous", says 
God.  Not just so that Abram would be well known, but so that 
he could be in the proper position to do what God had called 
him to do. To be a blessing.   
 
Abram was to step into this sin-filled and broken world and 
bring the abundance of God. Christopher Wright terms this the 
first great commission. In incidents like Abraham's intercession 
for Sodom and Gomorrah, we see Abraham beginning to 
intercede and bring life to the world's people.  
 
To be a blessing is at the heart of the mission of God. It means 
to bring peace and goodness to all the people and structures 
of the world. God wants good for our world, and we get to be 
part of bringing it. 
 
Pray that God will show you how you can be a blessing to 
others this week.  



 

Wednesday Devotion: Mission Through Israel 
Read Exodus 19:5-6; 1 Kings 8:41-43 
 
God rescues Israel and redeems them. He calls them to the 
foot of Mount Sinai, where he tells Moses what it means to be 
his people. 
 
He calls them to be his "kingdom of priests," his "holy nation." 
They were to be a kingdom of priests. The role of a priest was 
to bring God to the people through teaching the law and bring 
the people to God through offering sacrifices to forgive sins 
and bring people into right relationships. God desired that the 
whole nation would show off God's greatness, and the entire 
world would be drawn to Him through this nation. 
 
One of the biggest events in Israel's history was the dedication 
of the temple that King Solomon built. As he prays, we see 
God's purpose was to bring the redemption experienced in 
Israel and transfer it to the whole world.  
 
Ultimately, we see a desire that the blessing Israel was called 
to experience would be given to the nations. This reflected 
God's desire to see all people's drawn into a relationship with 
God. Today, we see God trying to do the same thing through 
his church. We are called to represent God in such a way that 
people will come and see the goodness of God. 
 
Pray and ask God to help you see how you can be part of his 
attractive community that shows others who God is.   



 

Thursday Devotion: Reconciliation 
Read John 3:16; Matthew 28:19-20; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
 
The mission of Israel was to be a light to the world, but they 
failed to do this. They did not bless the nations; they were not 
holy and did not display the glory of God to the nations as they 
should. So, Isaiah said that another would come who would 
fulfil the calling of Israel. 
 
God came into the world through Jesus to restore all things to 
Himself. He preached of the Kingdom of God, but this wasn't 
the end of the mission. Instead, He gathered followers and 
sent them out to preach that the Kingdom of Heaven had 
come.  
 
As Jesus ascended, He gave the second great commission and 
told His followers to be His witnesses in the power of His 
Spirit. Their mission is to continue God's mission in the world – 
to redeem and restore all things – chiefly bringing people into 
a reconciled relationship with God under the kingship of Jesus.  
 
Jesus called them to do more than make converts but to make 
disciples. This means helping people in the next step towards 
God's purpose. Jesus' followers would have understood this to 
include the initial evangelism and proclamation, baptising 
converts, incorporating them into a community of believers, 
and teaching them. 
 
Take some time today to reflect on how God saved you and 
the difference it has made in your life. Pray that He will help 
you in your journey to know Him and live for Him.  
  



 

Friday Devotion: Make All Things New 
Read Revelation 21:1-22:5 
 
At the end of all things, we see the completion of the mission 
of God. It is a beautiful picture. God comes to live with His 
people. He is present to comfort them, to do away with evil 
and to rule over all things. He will be our life source, and there 
will be no wickedness, pain, or decay.  
 
In this world, God does what he has been longing to do all 
along – he makes everything new. Everything that was broken 
will be renewed. All the abuse and hurt from our past will be 
ultimately redeemed. We will have a world filled with love that 
never ceases, faith the never waivers and hope that never 
ends – for there will always be new things to learn and 
discover in God's kingdom. 
 
Knowing this is what the world will be like then, we can see 
God's mission to make our world a bit more like that now.  
 
God wants to bring the newness of heaven to our world right 
now! 
 
Take some time today to consider the things broken in this 
world that will not be that way when Christ comes again. Then 
consider how you can bring God's kingdom to this world – 
even a little bit – right now.  
 


