
 

St Martins C3 – September 25th, 2022 
Immanence and Transcendence – Knowing God 

 
Sermon Notes: 
Today we are going to start a new series called Knowing God.  
 
"What comes into our minds when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us." 
A.W. Tozer. 
 
This series will go on for several weeks. Through it we will 
discover more about God but, primarily, be encouraged to 
Know God more and put our faith wholly in Him.  
 
Read John 17:3 
 
Today, we look at the character traits of Transcendence and 
Immanence.  
 
Transcendence 
When we talk about God’s Transcendence we are talking 
about God's Majesty, His exaltation. God is really big! 
 
Read Deuteronomy 4:39; Psalm 97:9; Genesis 1:1 
 
God is infinite. He exists without any outside assistance.  
God has no limitations. He is self-sustaining. 
God is spirit. He is not made from physical matter. 
God is all-powerful. He is able to do all things. 
God is all-knowing. He has all the knowledge in the Universe.  
God is other. He is in a different category than His creation.  



 

 
He is so much greater than we are. The God revealed in 
scripture is worth believing in.  
 
However, if God is only transcendent then He is too distant to 
help us.  
 
Immanence 
When we say God is Immanent we are talking about His nature 
to be present and in relationship to the world. God’s nature is 
to be so close to His creation and shows how much He cares 
about us. 
 
Read Psalm 139:7; Psalm 145:18; Acts 17:27-28 
 
We need to know God’s closeness, we need to know He is not 
distant but that he loves us. That He is close to us in our need.  
 
However, If God were only immanent then we may begin to 
treat Him too casually.  
 
If you only have one of these then you will miss out on who 
God is. We need both. If you know the transcendence of God, 
how can you not fear Him? He is infinite, completely other, we 
cannot describe Him let alone contain Him. If you know the 
immanence of God, how can you not love Him? He is closer 
than the breath we breathe, He has made himself known.  
 
All of this comes together in worship. We can experience 
wonder and love as we surrender ourselves to Him and 
experience His glorious presence. 
 



 

Questions for Connect Groups:  
 
Sermon Reflection: 
What stood out to you from this week’s message? 
 
What comes to your mind when you think about God? Why is 
this the most important thing about us? 
 
What does it mean that God is transcendent? 
 
What does it mean that God is immanent? 
 
Why are both essential? 
 
Life Application: 
What do you think you lean toward, transcendence or 
immanence?  
 
How does a focus on God’s Transcendence help your faith? 
 
How does a focus on God’s Immanence help your faith? 
 
How could a focus on one or the other negatively affect your 
faith? 
 
How does the combined knowledge of God’s Transcendence 
and Immanence change the way you trust God?  
 
How does it change the way you obey God?  
 
How does it change the way you love God and the world He 
has created? 



 

Monday Devotion: Encountering God - Moses 

Read Exodus 33:12-34:11 
 
In this series of devotions, we are going to look at different 
encounters with God that Bible characters have. This is just a 
small survey of them, but they show that when we encounter 
God we encounter a God who is both transcendent and 
immanent. God is really big but He is so close! 
 
In this first encounter, we find Moses at a crisis point. He has 
been tasked with taking Israel into the promised land but they 
have rebelled and created a Golden Calf. He wants to know 
that God will help Him. God’s response is not only to promise 
that His presence will go with Moses but to reveal Himself to 
Moses in a way He has never revealed Himself before.  
 
Moses’ response is to fall to the ground in humility and 
worship – he submits to the one who is greater than he is. He 
spends forty days on the mountain with God and he is so 
sustained by being in the presence of God that he doesn’t eat 
or drink. When he comes down his face glows reflecting the 
glory God had shared with Him. 
 
Knowing that God is going with you makes all the difference in 
our lives. Imagine you are walking down a dark alley at night. 
And you see some hulking silhouettes come around the 
corner. Now, imagine that right beside you are Superman and 
Wonder Woman. How much less afraid are you? 
 
When we encounter God for ourselves we will see His power 
and His care can help us through every moment.  



 

Tuesday Devotion: Isaiah 

Read Isaiah 6:1-8; Hebrew 4:16 
 
In most of church history, there has been an emphasis on the 
transcendence of God. In the last two hundred years, the 
pendulum has swung massively to the immanence of God, due 
to the rise of individualism. In this context, Christians have 
emphasized God’s closeness to show He is a God who relates 
to each person.   
 
In light of the shift, this passage seems quite foreign. Here 
Isaiah encounters God revealed in His splendour. He is 
overwhelmed and terrified. Yet one of the seraphim removes 
Isaiah’s guilt with a lump of burning coal to his lips. 
 
Isaiah was right to be afraid. As A W Tozer says, “This fear of 
God was more than a natural apprehension of danger; it was a 
nonrational dread, an acute feeling of personal insufficiency in 
the presence of God the Almighty.” 
 
Our natural response to God’s presence is to recognise our 
weakness. We are sinners who do not deserve to be brought 
into God’s presence. Yet, that is exactly what He does for us. 
He welcomes us into His presence.  
 
We need to recapture the majesty of God. Once we see Him 
for who He is we will see the amazing privilege it is to spend 
time with Him and value the way we can enter into His throne 
room with confidence. Thank Jesus, whose death removed the 
curtain and allowed us to have communion with the One and 
only divine King.  
  



 

Wednesday Devotion: Peter, John and James 

Read Matthew 17:1-9 
 

In this account of Jesus, He is revealed in His glory. It is 

overwhelming for the disciples who not only see Him but also 

see Elijah and Moses. (By the way how cool is it that Moses 

who asked to see God’s glory, now gets to see all of it in 

Jesus?)   

 

Jesus reveals His divinity. He shows that He is more than just a 

man He is the same as the God of His ancestors. He shows his 

transcendence and His immanence.  

 

Transcendence and Immanence show Jesus is greater than 

other gods. Consider: 

• In Islam and Hinduism, the gods are transcendent but not 

immanent. They do mighty things but they show no real 

care and do not seek to relate to humanity.  

• In Pantheism - God is in everything and everything is God. 

The rock is god, as is the cat, as are the clouds. God is not 

unique from his creation. 

 

One thing scripture declares is that God is unique. Some 

people say that all religions are the same and they all worship 

the same God. We're all going up a mountain and taking a 

different path to the top. No! The God we worship is unique. 

No other god is mighty to create and to save as well as be near 

enough to care.  The only way to know Him is through Jesus 

Christ.  



 

Thursday Devotion: Women at the Tomb 
Read Matthew 28:1-10 
 
The greatest act in all of history is the resurrection of Jesus. 
The moments that surround it are filled with rewarding 
reflections on who God is and what it means to follow Him. 
 
The women who first meet Jesus after His resurrection are the 
first to see Him with His resurrected body. This is a powerful 
moment. Jesus’ response is to come close and greet them.  
 
We read then that they run to Him and grasp His feet and 
worship Him. In other words, they bow and embrace Him and 
they do it all in a spirit of worship. 
 
Can you think of a better response to God? Reverence and 
Intimacy. We need both. As Eugene Peterson says, “Without 
reverence, worship would be a gushy emotion. Without 
intimacy, worship would be cool and disconnected.” 
 
We need to ensure that we don’t focus on one or the other. If 
we just have reverence then it is to become detached from 
God. He doesn't care or he doesn't approve.  
 
If we just have intimacy then we only have a God who gives us 
everything we want. That is moralistic-therapeutic deism and 
is a sign that you are taking Jesus for granted. 
 
What does your worship show about your view of God? Is it 
filled with only reverence or just intimacy? Or are you able to 
bring both reverence and intimacy into your worship? 
 



 

Friday Devotion: John 

Read Revelation 1:12-17 

 
This is not what Jesus looks like. It is a visual picture 

hyperlinking to the Old Testament. Look at just a few parallels. 

 

- He was like the Son of Man (Daniel 7:10-13) 

- He is clothed with the robe of a priest (Daniel 10:4-5) 

- His hair is white symbolising wisdom. (Proverbs 16:31) 

- His eyes are like flames of fire to show he is an all-

knowing judge (Daniel 10:4-5). 

- His voice is powerful like a mighty ocean (Ezekiel 43:2) 

- His face was like the sun shining with the glory of God 

(Ezekiel 43:2) 

 

This is Jesus revealed in all His glory. John falls down, (as does 

everyone in the passages this week!) because he can see that 

he is in the presence of someone truly holy.  

 

Of all the things that happen in Revelation, this is the only one 

that makes him truly afraid. The multi-headed dragon doesn’t 

scare him, the judgments don’t make him fall down. The only 

thing that scares him is the Revelation of Jesus in all his glory.  

 

John can face the rest of the vision because he is lifted by the 

one who is greater than all he sees. He is the First and the Last. 

The living one who died but is alive forever and ever. He holds 

the keys of death and the grave. This is the Jesus we follow 

too. He is awesome and he cares. 


