
St Martins C3 – February 13, 2022 
Called to be…Holy 

 
Sermon Summary: 
In this series we have consider the importance of being in the 
presence of the God who created us. When we are in His presence 
something of His Goodness, Holiness, Love and Power (among 
other things) is imparted to us, as we worship Him with gratitude, 
expectancy and focus. This week we are exploring the change that 
God begins to do in us, as we come into His presence and He 
begins to shape us into the people He has called us to be. 
 

Read: Matthew 5:48 & 1 Peter 1:14-15 
 
God has called us to be HOLY. Every work of God in us is a work of 
holiness. What that means is that God is always seeking to perfect 
us. He is never satisfied with starting a work of holiness in us and 
not completing it. God’s purpose for our lives is to bring us to 
maturity. He will complete that which he starts. Let’s remember, 
He has all the time in the world to do just that.  
 
God’s work of holiness in us, is a very GOOD work and a very DEEP 
work. Superficial isn’t in God’s vocabulary. God will draw our 
attention to the deepest desires and thoughts of our hearts. 
Because our words and actions flow from our inner desires. 
(Lk 6:45)  
 
When we come into God’s presence and He begins to change us, 
let’s cooperate with that process. Then let’s never stop 
cooperating with that process 
 



God wants to prepare our character to match our calling. If we 
truly comprehended who we are and what God has for us, it 
would completely change how we live our lives. (e.g: Eph 1:4-5 & 
3:20) So, the people God has called us to be and the role that He 
has called us to fill as partners in His Kingdom gives us the “why.” 
Then, Paul goes on to say: “As a prisoner of the Lord, then, I urge 
you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” (Eph 
4:1) Paul is saying, make sure the holiness of God in you is 
matching what God wants to do through you.  
 
We may be thinking that God hasn’t called us to ministry, 
therefore we don’t have to be so concerned about our character 
change. However, if we are thinking like this, we are 
underestimating the INFLUENCE we have in the lives of those 
around us. We all set an example; therefore, we are all in ministry.  
 
God has so much more for us than we realise, and He is preparing 
our character to match our calling, so let’s cooperate with the 
work of holiness that God is doing in us. Are you living a life 
worthy of the calling you have received? 
 
So, how do we best cooperate with this work of Holiness that 
God is doing in us? 
 
We need to keep in mind that our spiritual maturity is a process. 
God is consistently chipping away that which is not of Him and 
filling us with what is of Him. Usually, He does this by pointing out 
one thing at a time. How we cooperate with this process is being 
committed to promptly following His leading in our lives. Maybe 
we could courageously pray a prayer like this: “Lord, what 
character change are you focused on at the moment?”  



Suggested Connect Group Questions: 
 

Why does God want us to be holy? 
 

What evidence is there, that God is very committed to 
completing the work of holiness in our lives? 
 
What might be some common mistakes we make in seeking 
to be holy? 
 
Why does God want to work on the deepest desires of our 
hearts? 
 
If our calling ought to give us the motivation to be holy, what 
has God called all of us to do that necessitates us living a holy 
life? 
 
In your journey towards holiness, what have you discovered 
regarding HOW God changes you from the inside out? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday’s Devotion – Taming the tongue  
 

James 3:2 

We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in 
what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. 
 
As someone who often speaks before they think, my tongue has 
got me into trouble on many occasions. As James says, none of us 
is perfect in this area of our lives. However, James goes on to say 
that we ought not use that as an excuse to not seek to have more 
wholesome speech.  
 
This week we are going to explore various areas of our lives that 
God is perfecting. The words we speak is one of those areas of our 
lives that God works on first. Of course, it is an ongoing work, but 
God often starts our journey of holiness by convicting us of the 
inappropriate language we are using.  
 
One of the reasons God starts with our speech, is that we can 
control the words we use. Even people who don’t hold Christian 
values adapt their language around children or formal occasions, 
which goes to prove that it is a choice, not just a habit. Therefore, 
it is something we can change quickly. 
 
However, the main reason God wants to tame our tongues is that 
our words have the power to create or destroy. God is wanting us 
to be those that impart life into others. That will primarily happen 
through our language. Therefore, let us submit our speech to the 
Lordship of Christ.  
 
In what ways could your speech be more life-giving than it is now? 



Tuesday’s Devotion – Doing what is good.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:23-24 
 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is 
beneficial. “I have the right to do anything”—but not everything is 
constructive.  No one should seek their own good, but the good of 
others. 
 
As children we seek clarity on what the rules are, not usually 
because we want to diligently follow them, but so we can work 
out how much we can get away with, before there will be 
consequences we don’t like. Of course, we are completely missing 
the point of why the rules are there in the first place, but, hey, we 
are not mature in our thinking yet. As we grow up, we hopefully 
learn that good morals are there to benefit ourselves and others 
and we follow them because we see the inherent goodness 
behind them. 
 
This is the point that Paul is making here. “Sure, you Corinthians 
can do what you like, but is what you are doing beneficial or 
good?” When God begins to change our hearts, we ought to be 
motivated to do what is best for ourselves and those around us. 
Another words, we will hopefully want to do what is good. (Not 
just that which we can get away with).  
 
Rules, or good morals help us define the broad boundaries, but 
may not help us in a specific situation. More specific guidance will 
come from us seeking God’s guidance on what is “good” in that 
particular moment. We will know that, when we seek what is 
honourable to God, as well as what is best for other people as well 
as ourselves. Let’s allow God to guide us into all that is good.  



Wednesday’s Devotion – Holy Love 
 
John 15:17 
This is my command: Love each other. 
 
If you had asked me when I was a young person whether I loved 
those around me, I would have said: “absolutely, of course I love 
my family and friends and I don’t hate other people.” Therefore, 
in my mind I loved those around me. However, as the years have 
gone by and I look back on how God has shaped my heart towards 
others, I realise now that I was far more selfish than I realised. 
Sure, I was nice to those around me, but primarily because I got 
some benefit of being in relationship with them. If I deeply 
analysed my motives, they were pretty selfish. I thought way 
more about myself than I did about them.  
 
The wonderful thing about relating to God, is that He gradually 
leads us to be less selfish and more loving towards others. A love 
that is genuinely seeking the best in others. A love whose motive 
is just to honour God and serve others, not for any benefit the 
giver of the love may get.  
 
I have found selfishness one of the hardest things to let go of. 
None of us would think of ourselves as selfish, but if we are really 
honest, it’s an area we all have to work on. Jesus emphasised that 
a genuine holy love for others is worth striving for. It requires us 
to let go of our selfishness and discover the freedom of Godly 
love. It will be a journey of a life-time, but one worth going on.  
 
Where in your life could you live less for yourself and more for 
others? 



Thursday’s Devotion – False Humility  
 
Jeremiah 1:4-7 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in 
the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” “Alas, 
Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too 
young.” But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ 
You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 
command you. 
 
Have you ever considered that it could be a sin to not agree with 
who God says we are? – After all, it is aligning ourselves with that 
which is false and choosing to not agree with God. Isn’t that the 
definition of sin? I, will let you ponder on that one, as we consider 
the following: 
 
What we see in this passage above is God revealing to Jeremiah 
who he really was. Jeremiah pushes back on this revelation and 
God tells him off. In my experience this is pretty common. God 
seeks to reveal to us who we truly are and, for whatever reason, 
we go, “yeah, nah, that can’t be right.” But, this Kiwi deflection 
thing we do is a false humility. Underneath, we desperately want 
to live a life with purpose and come into all that God has for us 
and our pushbacks are truly ungodly.  
 
Like Jeremiah did eventually, we need to embrace who God says 
we truly are. True humility isn’t thinking less of yourself, but 
seeing yourself as God sees you. Let us repent of deflecting and 
embrace who God says we truly are.  
 



Friday’s Devotion – Cleansed 
 
1 John 1:9-10 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 
 
This week we have had a look at a few different areas of our lives 
that God is perfecting. You may be getting to this point in your 
week and feeling a bit “stink” as the Holy Spirit convicts you of 
various areas of your life that you may need to address. If this is 
the case, let the verse above encourage you today. 
 
God not only called us to be holy, he provided the way for us to 
become holy. We can be cleansed from our sin. We can stand as 
innocent children before our Holy Father. We can be purified, so 
that we can be sanctified.  
 
It all starts with being honest about our sin before God. Don’t try 
and deny your sin or manage your sin, come before God and own 
up to your sin. Then ask God to apply the work of the cross to your 
situation and remove that sin from your life.  
 
We may become discouraged because we have to do that a lot, 
but don’t give up. We all take a shower every day, (well, I hope 
you do) even though we had one yesterday. God won’t tire of 
making you clean. So, don’t put it off. Come to the one who can 
make you clean today and know that He is faithful. He will forgive 
us and cleanse us from all our sin. 
 
 


